ws; 4 | * 
. „ ma 3 
> r'97 0 y * © G N 
„ * a -4, 
1 «5 oO — 1 \ 
Ll : © Y-v a” * 
2 p - * - 1 * 
- 0 2 „ 
s * = * % 4 
* * 7 pd "Ix = 1 
„ =- 4 a 
— . . = 9 = 4 » * = 
© Rv - - 7 3 * . of q - 
Po 


1 £0rLBs „ie 8 | 


Aſſerted, va od vindicated, © . 
kn a * E T 8 1. Ro # 2 


4 
5 * wn 


— wp 7 
ft 


- Whereln 1 a = 
II. Tbegtie bst have no more Ri r to 3 * 
Oallin 1 Goſpel Miniſters than Des of an 30> - 
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: dg rh he Lord's People wh herd "oy = 8 
II. That the eople w ether 2 Io 
7 Church-Officers or He, have C K a 2 l 


+ a Right and Liberty from him, to 2 ate 


. 5 Av . Corrie, 


itte non minus fant membra eccleſi fie quan 
y Ville, & in at ot men eſt ſerous liber, ſets 


_ ſunt liberi. Si ab bac Noted nempe electionit e 
di ſint, ab ipſa etiam eccleſia excluds poſſent,, 60 0 
Fee coloni ſi Py 3 aut ſervi. . * 
* | Cald, Alt, Dave Þ 457 
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: &REeT VR to the Anthot's LET TEE 
Aer. n Ne Brother, Th = Or * 4 
 F Return You very many Thale for talig 
the Overt YT the PW = inro 
Conſideration anent the Methpa' of: calling Mis - 
giſters: I am fully ſgtisfied Your Labours: in 
this Matter may ( throggh the Lord's Bleſſing + 
do very good: Service to the Intereſt of Chriſi, 


at this Juncture, exe they expoſed unto pub=) 
lick V 25 It AN Ae dub to fe, |} 
fo much Zzal tempered with a Spirit of Meck- 
neſs, as runs through your Miſve, e\pecially* 7 
in a Day when Indifferency, about the Royalties - || 
of the King of Ton, and the Rights of he 
Church and Kingdom, is ſo rife and prevalents. 
Jour writing at ſuch Length, and to ſuch Pu- 
Poſe, in the ſpace of a few Days, ſays plainly, 
you've had the Lord's Call unto, and; bis © 
Countenance in the Work : In my bumble UH, 
nion ( as you have cleared to a Demonſtration” > 
from the Champions of the PresÞyterian Cauſe). \ 
this f giving the deciſive Vote to Heritorsg- © 
and denying it to others of the Lord Pape 
W © [uch 4 Piece of Partiality in ſacred T hings 


. 


a run croſs to Scripture, 'Reaſon, . and 79 
known Principles of this and other reform 
Churches. 1 hope the enſ uing Venreable A 
3 8 | 8 ſemblyz $ 
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TH Res, 4 Lade EF 1 
forth take. Care to 755 and maintain the” 7 
- Rights and Privileges of Chriſt's Ng aan, | 
And that I who is wonderful in Coma nuay 
#nſpire his Servants with Zgal and 


8, 
{i Management of the Affairs of tae 10 e 

Br be ine TO Prager . {ES * 
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"Reverend Sr, 
Yours, 00 | 
Here is one Thing where > ito. whoſe 
Hand this Let . may ee 3 
. namely, that ment as here a 
ud again jou read of the Eletton of Bi 
* Divines, by Biſbops, underſtand uo —— 
but Paſtors or Miniſters of the Goſpel ; 
wwery Miniſter of Chriſt being a Bi Pops t 1 * 
* Senſe of the Word, = 


= Reader is defired to belp the fulloming Bec epbical Errors wi 


24 Pen. 

Age g. line 24. read fo, for to. P. Tg. E 19. Ken unt 
fer unto them; P. 20. I. 28. add nor after Doubt, P. a 
5 12. K would -for World. P. 22. I. 18. f. as fear the Lord 

1 four the Lord, P. 37. I. 14. the Colon there is to beg 
rer Offi e-Power. P. 45. 1, 15. r, excepted, for _ 
. 51. I. 5, r. Spurſtow, for Su W. P. 55. I. 0. F. 
ents, for Preſedents. Te 
Through Inadvertancy, fundry Places are ig the Kin 
Tharacter, vhich ſhould been in the /ralick; and vice verſe 
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AN Compliance ich 
To Deſire, at our last B 
ing. I habe eee 
ung the Oyertores, * 
mitted 7 the Aﬀembl 
bearing Dare, May 21. 
1719. anent the:Planting 
ER of vacant Churches; And 
in my humble 4 9 theſe Ovettures are 
very faulty giving too much by far to Heti- 
oors, and little, yea nothing to the — 
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People in the Calling 
Vie they not too much to Heritors, when 
” They allow them a fair Negative over all the 
Vaders and whole Congregation ; which is 
evident from this, That by theſe Overtures, 

unleſs there be a Majority of Heritors, no 

A is to be atteſted at the Moderation, nor 
>, can the Presbytery tho' a Radical Judicato- 
- xy of Chriſt atteſt this Call. Give they not 
| too much to Heritors, when upon the Mat- 

ter they make them the ſole Callers ; for by 
them the Elders Voice is no more but a bare 
Conſent or - Diſſent, tis no deciſive Suffrage. 
For if there be a Majority of Heritors, the 
& © Call is to be atteſted, whether theſe Heritors 
s -relide in the Pariſh or not; whether they be 
of our Communion. or not; whether they are 
to be the Miniſter's Hearers or not. And if 


there be not a Majority of Heritors for the 
| G . the Presbytery muſt not proceed in it; 


tho the whole Elderſhip, and every Soul in 
the Congregation were unanimouſly for the 
Settlement. Here the Heritor is Dominus 

. fac totum, and the poor Elder is a meer Cypher 


- thoſe Overtures, the Lord's 
ough a choſen Generation, they muſt not 
-* * "neddle in the Choice of Paſtors to feed 

nd overſce their precious Souls. I ſhall 


pot ſtand upon each of theſe, nor in enume- 
1 R ratiug 
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" 1 ih, 
of Goſpel Miniſters ; 


the Calling a Goſpel Miniſter. And by 
peculiar People, 


{rating the other Particulars, wherein. theſe*7 -_ 
: | Overtures are exceptionable. Here only Hd 1 
two Things; Firſt, II ſhow, That Heri 
« ang not to have a Suffrage in the Calling of + 
p Goſpel Minifters more than others. 2dly, I 
” | bow, That the Lord's People have "Right to. 
” call their own Paſtors ; and that tis culpable *' © 

to deprive them of this, however mean their 
outward Circumſtances may be. And it 1 
do theſe Two, you'll eaſily own the Over= _ 


on , « 
rn ² ͤ 


r rurgs ſhould not be turned into ſtanding 
Acts. I begin with the firſt of cheſe, names 
4 to ſhow, That Heritors ought not to have 4 
” | Suffrage in the Calling of Goſpel Miniſters more 
chan People of an inferiour Rank: And here, 
s | Firſt, Tl adduce a few Arguments confirm= + . 

e {ing this. 24h, Anſwer Objections. And for 
R Arguments confirming this, to me tis evident: 
ä Firſt, From this, That there is nothing 


PR 


in all the Scriptures of Truth, not a'ww in 
all the Law and Teſtimony, to which we are 
to have our Recourſe, that gives the leaſt 
Countenance to Heritors voting in the EleQi> : 
on of Paſtors more than others: Are not th 
Scriptures our Rule in this? if there be n 
thing in them directing who ſhall have the'+ * 
{| Ele&ion of Goſpel Miniſters, then our WWW 
thies have beat the Air in. writing againſt 
Patronages ? And upon this Suppoſition it 
cannot be called Anti-ſcriptural for Patrons to © 
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i 1 The Reverend Mr. Rutherfoord in his due 
s !' Right of Precbyteries, Page 465, when arguing 
againſt Lay-patrons, he pleads from this To- 
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i 
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= entring unto that Calling is warranted by a Word 
= of Promiſe or Precept, or Practice; the Calling by 
tze Patron s Conſent, hath neither Word of Pro- 
mie, Precept or Practice in the Word, and 
fayeth not the. Conſcience of the Man of God, 

F that he did not run unſent: And may we not 
y the ſame of Calls, which are given by 
Heritors, namely, That they are not lawful, 
nor can they ſtay the Conſcience of the Man 
| | of God, that he did nor run unſent ; ſeeing 
hey have neither Word of Promiſe, Precept 
or Practice in the ſacred Sciptures : Hath 
not our great Lord and Lawgiver been Faith- 
ful in all his Houſe, directing who ſhall have 
the Priviiege of calling Goſpel Miniſters? 
| 1 Is it not to accuſe him of Untaithfulneſs to 
| "ſay his Laws give no Direction herein. | 
MIT. Park in his Treatiſe of the Rights and 
© Tiberties of the Church, ſpeaks excellently to 
> this Purpoſe ; as Page 82, where proving that 
the Patrons pretended Right of a Negative 
- Intereſt. in the Calling of Goſpel Miniſters is 
ſintul, and an unjuſt Uſurpation ; He ſays, 
* +T his pretended Privilege is no Ordinance nor In- 
rut ion of our bleſſed Lord, there being no G 1 
3: | rom 
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Sx "nominate and ele& for whole Congregations. 


pick, ſaying, Every lawful Mean and Way of 
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from Scripture,either by Promi ſe, Precept or Example ' | 
for inveſting any ſingle Perſon. - And I may 44d 
nor for inveſting Heritors more thag 
thers, with ſuch a Privilegg, as the. look A 
Nomination and Election of, the Minilters of 
the Goſpel, the principal Office-bearers9# 
the Church of Chriſt. And for any M 
Angel to give or aſſume ſuch a Privilege, 
where our bleſſed Lord, the Church's only - 
King and Lawgiver, hath not given it, is a4 
moſt ſinful Uſurpation over his Crown and 
Dignity, and a bold Invaſion upon the Rights 
of his dearly purchaſed Spouſe. ——And ix, 
thoſe Pricſts who married the Daughters. f 
Barzillai were juſtly counted as pollured, and 
were removed from the Exerciſe of their Of- 
fice, tho lawful in it ſelf, becauſe they could 
not inſtruct their Deſcent from the Record k ł 
Genealogies; and their Removal ratified 
by the Sentence of the Tir/hatha or Gore, 
nour ; and they diſcharged to eat the molt: > 
holy Things, till a Prieſt . with: n and? 
Thummim ſhould ſtand up, and clearly > 
clare God's Mind in the Caſe, and to ſupply* 2 
the Defect of theſe Records; Then; Aurel: 2 
and with a great Deal of more Reaſon ought- 2 
the Chriſtian Magiſtrate to remote ſueh an*- 
unwarrantable Inſtitution. as this of Patras 2 
nage. And I may ſay 'ought the Chris 
and covenanted Church of "Scorland, tete= 
N * move 1 
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ES move and guard againſt ſuch an unwarrantable 
= Inſtitution, i their Right to meddle in the Af 
ars of the Church be clearly inſtructed from the 
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ine Records of the Scripture, which I am ſure 
vill never be done: And this is a Ground that 
will be oppoſed by none, who own the Scriptures 
| J e God to be the perfect Rule and Square by which 
de Government of the Church is to be regulate; 
and that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is the great 
and wonderful Counſellour, and the Father's 
iſdom, was faithful in all his Father's Houſe: 
Fer as the arrogating, and I may add, as the 
| = rng of ſuch a Privilege without Warrant from 
WERE the Word of God, is moſt derogatory unto, a high 
and injurious Reflection upon the infinite Love, 
BR Wiſdom and Faithfulneſs of our bleſſed Lord; 
aud direftly implies, That he hath not ſufficient- 
provided his Church with a compleat Method 
4 25 nnz, and Election of her own Office- 
Ws bearers, without calling in the weak and ſuperſtiti- 
„ e Devices of Mens Invention to her Aſſiſtance ; 
e. ſuch as dare offer to reflifie his Inſtitutions, as 
WR defeftive, or to call in Queſtion our Lord's WWif- 
am aud Faithfulneſs in this, may go a great 
mT Length to queſtion his Ability to ſave. 
24h, As there is nothing in all the ſacred 
Oracles that countenanceth this; ſo I think 
the Scripture plainly condemns the granting 
ss ſuch a Privilege more than others; 
Fam.” 11, I, „ 3» 4. My Brethren ſays the 
8 Apoſtle, 
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Apoſtle, Have not the Faith of our Lora Je, 1 
Chriſt, the Lord of Glory, with Reſpect of Per ſons : © 
For if there come into «your Aſſembly, a M 


with a Gold-ring in goodly Apparel, and there 


come in alſo a poor Man in vile Raiment, and. 
ye have Reſpect to him that weareth the gay 


Clothing, and ſay unto him, Sit thou here in a 


good Place; and ſay to the Poor, Stand thou there, 


or fit here under my Foot-ſtoot; are ye not then 


partial in your ſelves, and are become Fudges of 5 1 


evil Thoughts ? No Doubt, civil Reſpe& is 
due to Men according to their Birth, Wealth, 


Place and Station in the World; This is 


what the. Apoſtle is far from condemning : 
This is indepenſible Duty. We are command- 


ed to render Honour to whom Honour is due. 


Religion. is no Enemy to Civility ; nor is 


Chriſtianity an Adverſary to Courteſy ; what- 
ever deluded Quakers talk to the Contrary... 


That which the Apoſtle James condemns, is 
the reſpe&ing of Perſons in ſpiritual Privileges 


upon the Account of Wealth, or Things which 3 
are extrinſical to Religion. The Continua- 
tor of Poole Annotations on that Epiltle, 
when commenting. upon the 1ſt Verſe, 5 
ſays, To have the Faith of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt - 

with Reſpect of Perſons is to efteem the Pro- 
Feſſors of Religion not for their Faith or Relation 


zo Chriſt, but according to their worldly Condition, - 4 
there being Great or Mean, Rich or Poor : 455 Y 
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tb (fays he) the Apoſtle taxeth in thoſe to whom 
= be wrote: That whereas, in the Things of God, 
Al Believers are equal, they reſpected the greater 
| and richer Sort of Profeſſors, becauſe Great or 
= Rich; ſo as to deſpiſe thoſe that were Poor and 
= Low: And ( ſays he) the Text condemns the re- 

Petting of Men in the Things of Religion, upon 
uch Accounts as are extrinfical to Religion, or 
with Prejudice to others, who are as confiderable in 
Religion as themſelves, tho inferiour to them in the 
= FHorld. And by their Aſſemblies ſpoken of in 
= the 2d Verſe, in which they ſhewed Reſpect 
to the Rich more than the Poor; He ſays, 
= Either their Aſſemblies for religious Worjhip, or 
= their Aſſemblies for di ſpofing of Church Offices, 
and deciding Church Controverfies, may be meat 


meant. 
MI. Burkit commenting upon theſe Verſes, 
fſays, That which the Apoſtle condemns, is our ve- 
ein of Perſons in religious Matters. In the 
Things of God all are equal, the Rich and Poor 


| ſtand upon the ſame Terms of Advantage ; Ard 


bear no Weight at the Guſpel Beam. And that 
| 2M judicious Commentator Mr. Caryl, having 


= Commentaries upon Jos, Page 1122 Folio 
== Eddition, he ſays, In adminiſtering the Things 
w God which are ſpiritual we muſt obſerve no 
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Adds he, external Relations and Differences, they, 


= cited theſe Verſes in the zd Volume of his 


YH Diſtinttion among Men; Chriſt hath given alike- 
© and equally to Rich and Poor, to Bond and Free ; 
; ———W ; and 
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and therefore, as to wad Privileges and R 
joyments, all muſt be alike and equal to us 5 W 7 
Man is to be known after the Fleſh in the Things 
of the Spirit; No Man is to be valued meerly © 
upon natural or worldly Accounts; If we dbu, 
( ſays he) as the Apoſtle James concludes M © þ 
laſt Place mentioned, are we not partiul h  þ 
ſelves ? that it, as ſome alſo tranſlate that rep] f 
Oueſtion, Have we rut made a Difference, a ground 
e / Difference, or a Difference grounded upon carnal _Þ 
Re ſpects, rather than upoa any ſlid Reaſon; and 
are become Judges of evil Thoughts? that is, haue 
made our Judgment of theſe Perſons according to the ff 
Dittutes of our own- evil and corrupt Thoughts, ' 
not according to the Rule of the Word. Now ac 
cording to theſe Commentators, the Apoſtle M4 
condemns the reſpecting of Perſons in the 
Marrters-of God, in the Things of Religion, 
and in ſpiritual Privileges, becauſe of their 
Wealth and Things that are extrinſical to Re- 
ligion ; and if he condemn the making a Diffe- 
rence in theſe upon worldly Accounts, then fare- 
ly he condemns the giving Heritors a Suffragge 
in the Election of Miniſtets qua Heritors, r 
becauſe of their Wealth. For the Calling a 
Miniſter, is ſarely a ſpiritual Privilege; and 
this I think none can deny. Its-a ſpiritual, 
Ch; iſtian, and Eccleſiaſtical Privilege, to Which _ 
the Rich and Poor have equal Right. 80 
much is aſſerted by the Reverend Mr. Ae. 
; ' + auder Þ 


f 


WY il 10 ] 
ander Lauder in his Treatiſe againſt Chilling-| 
worth and others, Page 375, where he writes, || ** 
In a. Corporation or City, Perſons aft or vote not 
as they are rich, but as they are Burgeſſes : The 
+ meaneſt Burgeſs has his Suffrage or Elefive I Au 
Voice in the Choice of the Mayor, and the ® 
richeſt Burgeſs can pretend to no more. In like 
Manner, Perſons give their Suffrages in the Electi- of 
on of Biſhops or Paſtors ; not as they are rich, but 
as they are Chriſtians ; not as they are Lords, Ba- 
rons, Heritors, &c. but as they are faithful in 4 
Chriſt, and have a Right to Chriſtian and Ec- 
clefiaſtical Privilege: Wherefore the pooreſt | © 
Servant, Weaver or Cobler, has his eleftive Voice 
in the Creation of a Biſhop ; And the greateſt EC 
Lord or Baron can pretend to n) more. The 
meaneſt Tradeſman belongs to the "peculiar Peo- || © 
ple. The Royal Prieſt hood are Kings and Prieſts 1 
to God and to Chriſt, having as full a Right to T 
fit down at the Table of the Lord, or to demand 0 
Bapiiſin to their Children, as the greateſt Princes = 
or Nobles : And therefore have as good a Right | © 
as they to give their Voices in the Election of | © 
Biſhops. - Thoſe then ( ſays he) who object that 8 
our Paſtors are elected or called by Weavers, | 
Shoe-makers, &c. they ſpeak frees and ig- P! 
norantly. And further, which is condemned 
in Scripture, this looks very like a Lording it 
* over God's Inheritance, for Minſters of the 
GSoſpel to give the deciſive Suffrage to Lon 
{ ;} BY ny p . an 
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and Lairds, depriving his People of their ſpi- 


ritual Privilege, becauſe they have not earthly 
Heritages. Under the Law when 1frae} was 
numbred, the poor Beggar was to give as 


much as the King, namely, the Half Shekel 


of Atonement Money, which was the Offering 
of the Lord; this we ſee Exod. xxx. 15. 
Where its ſaid the Rich ſhall not give more, and 
the Poor ſhall not give leſs than half a Shekel. 
This ſhows, that Rich and Poor are equally 


dear to that God, who is no Reſpe&er of 


of Perſons, and that their Souls are of the ſame 
Value, redeemed at the ſame Price, having 
equal Right to the ſame ſpiritual Privileges. - 


3dly, This of allowing Heritors the de- 


ciſive Suffrage in the calling of Paſtors, is con- 


trair the Practice of the Church of Scotland, 


in all preceeding Times: And no former Act 
of Aſſembly can be adduced allowing them 


ſuch a 1 It's true there was a Law - 


made in the ſecond Seffion of King Milliam 
and Queen Mary's firſt Parliament, by which, 
in Caſe of a Vacancy, Heritors in Conjun- 
&ion with Elders were allowed to name and 
propoſe the Perſon to the whole Congregation, 
to be either approven or diſapproven by them; 
but that was no eccleſiaſtical but à civil 


Law ; not an Act of Aſſembly, but an NY 
of Parliament; a Law made by the State, and FR | 
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Defence of Non-conformity, as there he writs at 
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ſome length of the Peoples Right to call their 


ee, and neither the Patron nor any other, 
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4659, This of allowing Heritors a deciſive 
- " Suffrage, qua Heritors, is contrair the Senti- 
«ments of all Presbyterians, for ought I know 
or can learn, that ever wrote upon the Subject 
of calling Miniſters: Indeed Mr. Gileſpy, in 
his Treatiſe of the Election of Paſtors, with the 
.Cangregations conſent, He is for conſulting and 
deliberating with the ableſt and wiſeſt Men of 
the Congregation, eſpecially Magiſtrates, wich 
whole eſpecial Advice, Privity, and Delibera- 
tion, he ſays, the Matter ought to be managed, 
But he hath never a word nor innuendo, that 
favours , the. giving Heritors, the deci- 
five Suftrage more than others; his being 
for conſulting, and deliberating with the 
-ableſt and wiſeſt Men in Congregation, 
Magiſtrates eſpecially, will neyer prove fo 
much. For if a Gentleman, or Perſon 
of Quality, were to chuſe a Governour 
to his Children, he would readily conſult 
with Men of Learning, and may be cauſe 
them take Trial of their Qualifications for 
. educating his Children, yet all this w. uld not 
.hinder the Power ot elcting ſuch a Gover- 
Nour to be ſtill in the Gentleman or Perſon of 
Quality himſelf. Doctor Rule in his rational 


n Paſtors, ſo in the 106 Page. He ſays, the 
by 
the 


= 
— 


F Jeſus Chriſt) they are againſt the Mind and In- 


| 1 2; 
the Laws of the Go het,” have the Right of * 2 
Hing their Paſtors, Now if by the Laws k 
the Goſpel, neither the Patron, nor any other, 
have the Right of electing Paſtors, then ſure- 
ly Heritors are fairly cut off from having 
Riglit to this more than others. And Mr. Lauder 
in the abovementioned Treatiſe, in my humble 
Opinion, he makes it evident to a Demonſtra- 
tion, that its Antiſcriptural to allow Heritors, 
as Heritors, a deciſive Suffrage in the callin 
Minitters. In the 374 Page, havieg- a0 
that God called Matthias to the Work of the 
Goſpel, partly in a mediate. Way, by the Suf- 
frages.of the People, and by their caſting of 
Lots, He expreileth himſelf thus, F it be en- 
quired why Chriſtcalled Matthias after this Man- 
ner, and not in a Way altogether immediate, as © 
he called Paul and the reſt of the Apoſtles, He 
anſwers, Our Lord did it. iſt, T hat none might 
reſume to quarrel mediate Calls, ſeeing one was cal- 
led to the Apoſtolical Office that way. idly, He 
did it, to let us ſee who they are that have Power 
or Right to give lawful Calls to Miniſters of the 
Goſpel, who are the $:cceſſors of the Apoſtles, 
even the Church and Spouſe of TFeſus Chrift. 
Wherefore thoſe Calls which come from another 
Airth, ( to wit, than from the Church and Spouſe 


itution of our Lord, are not lawful and Ge. 


Cain; and the bleſſing of God cannot reaſona , 
| 4 


* 


* 
— ra 


| 


— . 


: 


- . = 
2 
— — . 


＋—  - 


E 
* — — . — 
22 — + 


» 
Ps a 
4 
5 
4140 
* 

8 


R * 3 * * 4. "” . 4 _ 
— vt SS 7 cr 2 r — >> 
* . : — 2 88 — — 
y — 

— — 4 *. 


*. af - 
"O% ar. R ; N 
14 of f r 


» a Mod 
- .. 


©. ar ou 
— — — = "_— 
- I 


4 .- 4 +» 


- 
* * —. * =_ " 4 - 
— r 
— . — — — 


Xx 


'be expected upon the Miniſtry of ſuch Perſons, who 


into that of Lords and Lairds, and there is lo 


* Friviledges of the Church of Chriſt, a bringing | 
the Lord's People under a ſpiritual Vaſlalage, | 


giving Heritors a Power in ſome Meaſure o- 


- Vaſlalage, gives them Power over their Bo- 
Lord to fand faſt in the Liberty, wherewith 


enter not by the Door into the Sheepfold, but climb C 
up ſome other Way. The Church of Scotland, 7 
in the firſt Book of Diſcipline ſixth Head, 
complained of Patronages, hat by them the papiſti- h 
cal Tyranny was only changed into that of the Lord , 
and Laird. And I am ſure, ſhould this Over- I”* 
ture take place, the patronical Tyranny, or 9 
Tyranny of Patrons, would only be changed J 


little Ditterence between the ſingular and plu- Pa 
ral Number here. ” 

Fifth Argument, This of giving Heritors a B. 
Vote in the Calling of Miniſters, more than 
others, is an U ſurpation upon the Right and 


which is the moſt unſupportable of all others; 


ver the Souls of the Lord's People; as civil 


dies. The Apoſtle exhorts the Brethren of the 


Chriſt hath made them free. Rutherfoord in his 
102 Letter, which is to one John Henderſon, Þ 
he ſays a hirling Paſtor is to be thruſt in upon you, 
ſtand to your Liberties; for the Word of God al- 
laws you a Vote in chuſing your Paſtor ; ſhall we . 
ſtand up for Liberty and Property in Things 
civil, and not in Things ſpiritual ; ſhall the 

A | Concerns 


I | 
15 Concerns of Time be 12 to us, than the 
4, Things of eternal Moment. And as one ſpeak- 
d, ing againſt the Patronage Act, when under 
the Parliament's Conſideration, in the 1712 ; 
Pas not ſays he, the exorbitant Uſurpation of Su- 
* periors, and Land- lords over Mens Bodies and 
d Goods been loudly complained of, and will they now 
pretend to extend their Supertorities over the Peo- 

ples Souls too, in Matters of a ſpiritual Concern. 
Park in his Treatiſe of the Rights and Liber- 
y of the Church Page 86 ſays excellently 
well, As Uſurpations in all Societies are deſerved- 
very odious, ſo a fortiori in the Church of the 
wving God, the moſt truly free Society on Earth, 
whoſe Priviledges and Liberties are purchaſed at 
o lower Rate, than the moſt precious Blood of the 
mmaculate Lamb, and eternal Son of God, 
hey muſt be much more deteſtible, ſure I am, if 
0 he moſt eminent and judicious Congregation in the 
Land ſhould claim ſuch a Priviledge in Reference 

0 the Choice and Maintenance of the meaneſt Ser- 
ant in the Patron's Famil), and I may ſay in this, 
Ar the other Heritor's Family; he would with a 
eat deal of Reaſon look upon it as a moſt in- 
4 erable Uſurpation and Oppreſſion. And ſhall 
he Keepers of the. Vineyard's Priviledges 

ve up with her dearly purchaſed Liberties, 
od forbid ! As Principal Rule ſays of Patro- 
ages, That they are an oppreſſing of People in 
beir ſpiritual Rights,and in that which concern- 
«th 
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ceth their Souls, being a greater Bondage, than if gr 
' the whole Pariſh were obliged to eat nothing, but Pa 
what the Patron pleaſeth. So I think this is 24% 
greater and more unreaſonable Bondage, than e 
if the whole Pariſh were obliged to eat no- 
thing, drink nothing, wear nothing, yea andſcal 
match with none, but as the Heritors plea- Ian 
ſed. | be 

6thly; That Heritors ſhould have the deciſixel mu 
Sutfrage more than others, in my Opinion, Po. 
is contrair to ſound Reaſon, which ſays,Þ8'<: 

that Rich and Poor ſhould have one equalſ 

Vote in the Calling of Miniſters, being e- ab 

qually concerned in the Perſon choſen. And ady 
to me, its as much contrary to the Light offa 
Reaſon, that a few Heritors ſhould have theft 
choice of a Paſtor to a whole Congregation fre 
as they would have, ſhould the Aſſembly's Ot 
verture be turn d into an Act, as to ſay, thatſded 
a few rich Burgeſſes ſhould have the ſole Powerfſ®ot 
to elect the Provoſt of a City; or to ſay that foui I i! 
or five toping Gentlemen of the largeſt Eſtateg"! 
ſhould have the choice of the Repreſentative infor 
Parliament, for the whole Shire; or to ſayyÞÞ* £ 
that four or five of the wealthieſt Princes, Oel. 
Perſons of Quality, ſhould be inveſted with}v*! 
the ſole Power to ele& a Sovereign to the ot 
Nation, in Caſe the Throne be vacant ; odf9"t 
to ſay, the Heritors of a Pariſh, ſhould hauen 
the choice of Yoke-Fellows to the whole Con ut 

; gregation 
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Agregation. Al ſurdum eſt, ſays Mr. Calder told 
Page 437 of his Alture dame ſcenum. t is an 
alabſurd Thing, that a Patrou who is one, and but 
nene Member of the Church, that he ſhould claim 
Ie Power of the whole Multitude, to wit; in the 
adlcalling of a Goſpel Miniſter ; and what leſs 
lan Abſurdity is it, that a few Heritors ma 
be not above two or three, for that's the molt. 
vel in ſundry Pariſhes, that they ſhould have the 
n, [Power of calling a Miniſter to a whole Con- 
ys stegation. ; OR 
aal thy, An Argument may be brought 
e-lal incommodo, for tho' nothing. elſe could: be 
ndladvanced againſt the granting Heritors 
ola deciſive Suffrage qua . Heritors, but on- 
-he Ka that hereby Church Judicatories are 
on frequently embaraſſed, in my humble Opinion 
Ot were ſufficient; ſince nothing can be plea- 
hatlded for this from the ſacred Scriptures. Are 
wellnot Presbyteries, and likewiſe Synods many 
dur Times puzelled to know, whether this, or the o- 
iteßlther Perſon be a real or only a nominal Heri- 
e intor; whether his Title to ſuch a piece of Land 
ſayſbe good, or only a ſham one, given in hunc æ ?·Ü 
oectum by his Father, by this or the othger 
vit Gentleman; puzelled to know whether infeft oc A 
theÞot ; and twenty ſuch Difficulties may occur, . - 8 
. offſybich Church Judicatories can hardly decides 
naveſÞ\nd in my Opinion ſhould not be dipt into, AN 
on Put rejected by beg, with a who made us 


tion | Jadges 
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Judges, or Dividers over you. Many Calls can a 
be inſtanced, where Presbyteries have been th 
teazed from Day to Day with Debateslth 
wholly Civil, and much ill Blood have 
they made among Heritors and others; and Ich 
no wonder, fince their having a decifive Suf- pre 
frage, is contrary to our Lord's Inſtitutien,ſpa 
And ſhould this Overture take place, beingI EI 
turned to an Act, as God forbid, we may ſeeſ gu 
more Confuſion in Judicatories, than ever yet G. 
we have ſeen: Heritor working againſt Heri-fyir 
tor, not out of Love for this, or the other Ihe. 
Candidate, or regard to the Soul- Good of the 

' Congregation; but becauſe forſooth their Ho- Aar: 
nour is engaged. And ſo much for Proof of, 
this, that Heritors ought not to have a Suſ- Inet 
frage or Vote in the Calling of Goſpel Mi- Iser, 
niſters, more than others. 2 © 
I proceed now to the ſecond · Thing propo-· Dad 
ſed on x Head, namely, to anſwer what may ſua⸗ 
be objected againſt this. And firſt, Say ſome, ci: 
< Heritors pay the Stipend, being Perſons of theſsim 
© greateſt Influence in Congregations, and there- er, 

C as its highly reaſonable, they have a deci- Mat 
© five Suffrage in Calling of Miniſters, beyond Rea, 
©. Perſons of an inferiour Rank. Anſw. 1ſt ua 

Tho' Miniſters Stipends comes ordinary and 
through their Hands, it comes not out of their 
own Pockets, nor out of their private Eſtates; peo 


may not a Man buy as cheap a rena een 
| 0 


1 ; 

nf of an Eſtate, that _ a Thouſand Merks ts 
ul the Miniſter, as if it paid not a ſingle Far- 
es thing.: Miniſters have their Stipends out of the 
ve Tithes, which are by Law accounted the Chur- 
dfches Patromony, and what the Heritor cannot 
FfIpretend a Right unto. 2dly, Tho' they 
n. ¶ paid the Stipend out of their own private 
ng Eſtates, that would be no ſufficient Ar- 
eegument for giving them the choice of 
et Goſpel Miniſters. Doctor Stilling fleet ha- 
ri- ring aſſerted, T hat the Liberality of the Nor- 
ier lthern Princes in eadowing Churches, was ground 
her their interpofing in the choice of Miniſters, ſs 
lo-Yas to take the Power of Elections out of the Pao- 
offlp/es Hand. Doctor Rule anſwers in the above 
ul· mentioned Treatiſe, Page 214, ſaying, the Li- 
Hi-Iberality of Princes was no ſufficient Price to pur- 
chaſe Goſpel Priviledges from them ; that Chriſt 

po- Dad granted unto them, more than Jacob's Pottage 
1ay was for Eſau's Birth-right, and adds he its a Con- 
me, cet unwuorthy of a Divine, and only fit for a 
theſsimon Magus, to ſay, that the liberality of Prin- 
ere · res, or others to a Church, can entitle them to be 
eci- Plaſters of her Priviledges ; as there is no more 
ondEReaſon now than before, fo there neither is, nor 
1ſt, was any Reaſon at all, ſays he, why Magiſtrates, 
arh and I may add, why Heritors ſhould interpoſe in 
heir the Election of Church Officers; becauſe its the 
tes; ¶ Peoples Right by Chriſt's Iuſtitution, and hath 
ortNiÞeerz o2uned by the Church and Magiſtrate for 
of B 2 many 


E NY 
- any Agas. 3dly, If this were an Argument of 
| any Force, then it would follow, that Heritors 
_ - ſhould be regarded according as they pay Sti- 
© Pend, ox are Perſons of Influence in a Congre- 
gation : Why ſhall an Heritor or Feuar, not a- 
bove Fifty Merks, have as much to ſay as a- 
nother worth Fifty or a Thouſand Pounds, and 
pays the greateſt Part of the Stipend,whereas 
the other pays not above a Groat ; and many 
Heritors they pay not a ſingle Farthing, 
having no more Iufluence in Congregations than 
the meaneſt Cottars or Tradeſmen. 4% y, Were 
the Argument from Influence or paying Stipend, 
ſufficient for founding a Right to Vote, then A- re 
' theilts, Dieſts, the ſcandalouſly prophane,yea and] is 
Popiſh Heritors ſhould be allowed deciſive ðSuf- ] if 
frages in the Election of our Paſtors, as well as] fo: 
others; for they pay Stipend as well as Prote- ¶ an 
ſtants; and in ſundry Pariſhes of Scotland, they || go 
are of greateſt Influence. | | Fa 
Ov7ecr. II. Heritors re ſide longer in Congrega- ] lor 
tions than others, and therefore its reaſonable the po! 
choice of Paſtors be lodged in them. Axsw. I/, Gr 
The generality ot Families, and Inhabitants Ar, 
they reſide as long in Congregations without in 
Flirting, as is the Time from a Miniſter's Set- ¶ ſay: 
; tlemgnt to his Removal from them. 240%, Infſ ſes 
N many, yea, I doubt, in moſt or all Pariſhes, a viz; 
gteat many Families may be inſtanced, thatY un 
With their Anceſtors have reſided as long rem 


yea longer in ſuch or ſuch a Co 
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ngregationy | 
than molt, yea may be than any of the Heri- | 
tors Families have laited ; as Tenants and 
Tradeſmen do ſometimes Flit, fo Heritors are 


daily removing, either upon their ſelling ſuch + 


an Eſtate, and buying another; or they are o- 
bliged to ſell them for Payment of their juſt 
Debt; or they are taken from them, for plot- 
ing againſt or oppoſing the Government; or 
the Males are gone, and the Heireſs marries - 
a Stranger;; or the Family is extinct. I have a 
Liſt of the Heritors of this Pariſh by me, 
which was taken at a Viſitation in the Lear 
1641, and of upwards a dozen Heritors there 
is nota Family remaining of the ſame Name, 
if it be not one or two ; nor related to thoſe 
former Families, if it be not two or three; 
and its a good Space ſince molt of theſe were 
gone: But there are many meaner Families, as 
Farmers, Tradeſmen, and others, who are of 
longer Abode. And as its in this, ſo I ſup- 
pole it may be in other Congregations. 3dly, 
Grant they ſhould remove, that's no ſufficient + 
Argument why they ſhould not have a Suffragę, 

in the choice of a Goſpel Miniſter ; for as one 
lays, In a City or Corporation, the poerer | Burgeſ-" 


ſes are not deprived of their juſt Privilege of gi= © 


ving their Suffrage, in the Election of the Mayor, ü 
on Pretence that they may perhaps be obliged" 10 
remove ſometime afterward, and dwell in a neigh- 

8 3 bouring 


22 


Living. And neither 
Believers and Sons of God, or Brethren of Jeſus 
Chriſt, ſuch as Farmers, Tradeſmen or Servants, 
be deprived of their juſt Right, of giving their Suf- 
rage in the Elef:on of a Biſhoop or Paſtor, for the 
Church or Congregation, of which they are Mem- 
bers at the Time, becauſe perhaps ſome of them 
may remove afterwards, and dwell in a neighbour- 
ing Church. | | 

* QpJecr. III. Should Heritors he deprived 
© of a deciſive Voicc, this World irritate and 
© make them Enemies to our Conſtitution,ſtu- 
© dyingalfotorender Miniſters very uncaſy at- 
© ter their Settlement, and make them do their 
outmoſt to have the; Patronage Act riveted 
upon us, and rigourouſly put in Execution. 
An ſw. 1ſt, Such Heritors as four, the Lord, 
and are loyal Subjects to the King of Zion, 


will never be diſpleaſed at denying what 


Chriſt the ſole Head of the Church and Law 
of Heaven forbids to give them: No doubt 
Heritors have a Suffrage in the choice of Goſ- 
pel Miniſters as well as others, but to crave a 
Vote qua Heritors is their Sin, and a meddling 
in the Affairs of God's Houſe without his 


Call and Warrant, which is not ſafe ; nor is an 
of Parliament or Aſſembly enough to make 
t juſt, which is unlawful in it ſeif: Its a re- 
© ecived Maxim, that id tantum quis poteſt, quod 


Jure 


bouring City or Place, for greater Conveniency of 
ſhould the poorer Sort of 


22 } | 
jure de poteſt, and ſurely inſtead of Ground for 
Diſpleaſure, they would have Ground to bleſs 
the Miniſtry of the Church of Scotland for 
refuſing them ſuch a Power. 24dly, Tho the 
ſhould be diſpleaſed and irritate to the highe 

itch, its better to pleaſe God than Men: 

ould Miniſters of the Goſpel pleaſe Men in 
any Thing, contrair the Will of their Lord, 
they ſbould not be the Servants of Chriſt. 
z3dly, Tho' they ſhould turn Enemies to our 
Conſtitution, there is ground to expect that. 
God will be for us, if we keep his Way; and 


if God be for us, it matters little who be a- 


gainſt us. 4thly, If this of the Peoples chu- 
ſing, their own Paſtors be, as Doctor Rule af- 
firms a Grant Right and Legacy which Chirſt 
hath bequeathed to his People in his Teſta- 


ment, the Inſtitution of Chriſt, and the Or- 


der he hath appointed in the Goſpel, as I am 
perſwaded it is, then ſurely its better have all 


the Heritors and Magiſtrates in Britain, yea 


and all the Rulers and Parliaments in the 
World, againſt us becoming our ſtated Ene- 
mies, and that Miniſters were turned out of. 
their Churches, and ſent to wander about in 
Sheep skins, and Goats skins, being deſtitute, 


afflicted and tormented, than that the Church *; . 
of Scotland ſhould make an Act depriving the 
Spouſe of Chriſt of that Priviledge and Lega- 


cy, her bleſſed Bridegroom hath bequèa- 


* 
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thed unto her in his 
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Teſtament. Indeed when: at 


the Lord's People comes to ele& their Paſtors, [Pct 


they may pleaſe, and I think they ſhould pleaſe 
Perlons of Note, Diſtinction and greater Influ- 
ence in the Congregation, in as far as this can 
be done with a good Conſcience; and cateris pari- 
unt, it were reaſonable to elect ſuch as theſe are for, 
rather than another, if as deſerving and meet to 
be their Paſtor in their Eſteem; yet notwith- 
ſtanding Heritors are not to be complemented 
with the deciſive Voice; its better for People 


to chuſe, and Miniſters to ordain Paſtors, con- 


trair the Inclination of Heritors, tho' the 
Settlement ſhould prove leſs deſireable to 
this or the other particular Miniſter, than croſs 


an Inſtitution of Chriſt. 5:bly, Tho' this 
were cnacted, that Heritors ſhould be the ſole þ 
Callers, its one too many if ſuch as are of 
greateſt Intereſt and Influence in Congrega- 


tions, moſt friendly to our Conſtitution, and 


to the Intereſt of Chriſt in the Land, I ſa 
its one to many, if they be not as much croſ- 


ſed in Settlements, as if Heritors had not a 


Voice beyond others; may we not be perſwa- 


ded of this, from daily Occurrences in the plan- 
ting of Congregations; cannot Inſtances be 


givep, where Heritors, who are neither the 


beſt affected to Church nor State, may carry, 
Will carry, yea and have carried Calls by the 
Plurality of their Voices, contrair the Incli- Fo 

r | nations 


- 


A frations of well affected Gentlemen, a Perſon or 

„ Perſons of Quality, and the od re - 

e Igations alſo oppoling : Are not Heritors often, 

= Jyea ordinarly divide d among themſelves far 

n more than the People; and its from them that 

;- {Diviſions in Congregations do commonly flow. 

r, $6thly, For what is ſaid in the Objection of He- 

o ritors, their doing their outmoſt of having the 

PPatronage Act rivetted upon us. I Anſwer 

d Ert, We have ground to bleſs the Lord for 2 

e [Sovereign upon the Throne, who is friendly 

* unto the Church of Scotland. zdh, I have 

ie heard ſome very judicious Perſons ſay, That it 

to were better to have. the Patronage Act in full 

{s Force, than that the Aſſembly's Overture ' ſhould © 

lis ſtake place; becauſe faid they, we may wow and. 

le eben here and there get a good Patron, wherens * 

of t will be more rare to get the greater Part e He- 

Fritors friendly and defirous of a faithful Miniſter 

the Goſpel. But/3dly, Tho' that Act ſhould 

be put in Force to the outmoſt, that would not 

be the Sin of the Church of Scotland, and in 

hat Caſe ſhe would only be Paſſive, but in 

a- this ſhe would be ſinfully Active. 3 

OBJtcr. 4th, To exclude Heritors from 

decifive Suffrage in the Calling of Miniſters, 

Is to condemn the Miniſtry and Practice f 

he Church of Scotland, fince the late happy ©, *$ 

Revolution being, they have allowed Heritars - .' 3 

vote, qua Heritgrs, ſince chat Time, aht 
| eier 
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croachment. * Anſwer 1ſt, If we have been 
wrong, tis no Ground of Shame, but our 
Honour and Glory, to turn again to the right 
Way. zh, "Tis one Thing to ſubmit to a 
civil Law for a Time, tho” encroaching upon 
the Church's Privileges in ſome Meaſure as we 
have done; and another Thing for the Church 
to make a Law of the ſame, yea of a far 
worſe Nature, encroaching a great Deal more 
upon her Privileges, as to me, the Aſſembly's 
Overture doth. The Act of Parliament runs 
in theſe Terms, And to the Effect, the calling 
and entring of Miniſters in all Time coming may 


be orderly and regularly performed. Their Mas: 


jeſties with Conſent of the Eſtates of Parliament, 
do Statute and Declare, That in Caſe of the Va- 
cancy of any particuar Church, and for ſupplying 
the ſame with a Miniſter, the Heritors of the ſaid 
Pariſh ( being Proteſtants ) and the Elders: are 
to name and propoſe the Perſon to the whole Con- 
gregation, to be either approven or diſapproven by 
them ; and if they diſapprove, that the Diſap- 


provers give in their Reaſons, to the Effect the 


Hair may be cognoſced upon by the Presbytery of 
the Bounds. Now, that this Act is better 
than the Afembly's Overture, or that the 
Overture is worſe than it, is evident, Firſt, 


From this, That the Parliament's Act left the 


People Room for diſapproving if they ſaw 
| . ___ © -Groung, 


this as an En» 


ſo 


DJ Ground, and for giving in the Reaſons of their 
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ſo doing to the Presbytery, who were to cog- 
noſce upon the Affair: But nothing like this 


expreſſed in all the Afembly's Overtures; 


no, it there happen to be a Majority of Heri- 
tors for a Call, the People muſt lay their Hand 
upon their Mouth, ſubmirting calmly as no- 
thing concerned. 24ly, Tis worſe than the 
Parliament's A&, for that gave Heritors no 
Negative over the Elders; no Power above 
them: Whereas, by the Aſſembly's Overture, 
Heritors have a fair Negative over the Elder- 
ſhip, at leaſt for a Time; for according to it 


the Call is not to be atteſted without a Ma- 


jority of Heritors, tho' all the Elders were 
unanimous, and Six of Thirteen Heritors for 
the Call too. 3dly, "Tis yet far worſe than 
the Parliament's Act; in Regard, that by the 
Overtures, Heritors are made the ſole and 
only Voters, at leaſt, by that Overture, the 
Vote of others is not worth a Button. 
Fog as I hinted above, 
a Majority of Heritors, the Call is not 
to be atteſted, tho' all the 
People were for it; and if there be a Majority 
of Heritors, then the Call is to be atteſted, 
tho' all the Elders be againſt it; and they 


ſeven Times the Number of Heritors : And 
according to this Overture an Heritor or 


two may ſettle a Miniſter over the Belly, or 
contratc 


unleſs there be 


Elders. and 


* 
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eontrair the Inelination of a whole Pariſhſo 
tho, may be, conſiſting upwards of Five audcha 
twenty hundred examinable Souls; as in thifve 
Pariſh of Neem, in Fife, in which, if I bqto 
not miſinformed,- there is this Number in thaſuc 
Examination Roll, and not an Heritor in th{Ch 
Pariſh, but the Earl of Rems. 4. Tis worlgthe 
than the Parljament's Act; in Regard, thaſof 
reſtricted the deciſive Voice to Proteſtant HeriÞpi 
tors; but by this Overture no Heritor is ex4C 
cepted. I fee not but by this Overture, a Popiſh 
Heritor may demand a Voice in the Choice ol 
Paſtors, as well as another ; and if we allow 
Heritors to vote qua Heritors, *tis but reaſc 
nable his Demand ſhould be granted; hit 
Eſtate may be the largeſt in the Congregation 
But, 34h, In Anſwer to the Objection 1 
ſay, the Church of Scotland hath never ſince 
the Revolution, nor in any Time formerly 
nor, for ought I know, hath any Chriſtiar 
Church enacted, * That Heritors qua Heri*" 
tors ſhopld have a Vote or Suftrage in theſſGc 
calling of Miniſters, though ſhe fubmitted toſÞ{itt 
the above-mentioned civil Law, while if uf 
Force: And ſhould the Overture be turnedſ tot: 
into an Act, it will be ſtumbling to the Lord's Vo 
People: Would it not be offenſive to all that Lo 
have any Regard to Chriſt's Inſtitutions! 
were the Aſſembly to make an Act allowing} ! 
| Heritors the firſt Table in the Sacrament, tha 
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iſuko fit at the Head of 4 4 Lord's Table; difs 
audcharging the Approach of others till they 
thlwere ſeated, or requiring the meaner People 
b&o fit at an Ell's Diſtance from th#m ; and yet 
thaſuch an Act would not be more croſs to. 
tha Chriſt's Inſtitution, nor half ſo prejudicial to. 
orſchthe Intereſt of Souls, as is the robbing them 
hadfof their Privilege and Right to chuſe their, 
eriIſpiritual Guides and Paſtors, And as the. 
exChurch of Scotland hath never allowed a de- 
Yiſhſcilive Voice to Heritors formerly, ſo ſundry, 
e offthink, that, generally ſpeaking, Heritors are 
owJnot more religious now than in 49 or other 
Times. I nothing doubt there are both, 

among our Nobility and Gentry, who are 
zonflically religious, and Exerciſers of themſelves 
to Godlineſs, and would be Friends. to our 
ne Intereſt, thoꝰ ſeparate from their own ; but 
I hear ſundry regrete it is far otherwiſe. 
with a great many. Heritors, who are 
Enemies to real Religion, and the Power of 
Godlineſs; and if ſuch, then their Vote is 
little to be regarded, and inſtead of a deciſive 
aa Sutfrage beyond others, tho* they were Heri- 
tors ot the whole Pariſh, they deſerve not a 
Vote with the meaneſt Servant that fears the 
Lord; for it can never be thought that ſache 
ng will deſire a conſcientious Miniſter, Mr. Lauden 
ingſin the 347 Page of his Book, when ſhowipg / 
alſſch at the Body of the Church or People Kam, | 


te 
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ſ eaſily byaſſed, with Reipe& to Elections, Iſtra 
as others, He ſays, 77, difficult to byaſs a ſtha 
confidering Pegple againſt their own Intereſt, un- Icivi 
leſs you will ſuppoſe that they are graceleſs and ſun 
unconcerned about their ſpiritual State; And in cot 
that Caſe I do not pretend that they have the tho 
Right of Elections, this being a Privilege which It, 

belongs to thoſe who are a Plebs obſequens pre- [821 
ceptis dominicis & Deum metuens, zo uſe Cy- Iin 
prian's wiſe and judicious Words. And here us 
he is in the Right, for where People will not [fan 
give a Call to a faithful Miniſtry, and are ſoul 
not worthy to be admitted to the ſealing Or- An 
dinance of the Lord's Supper, as may be, eri 
*ris the Caſe of ſome Congregations in the 
North of Scotland, that vaſtly alters the Caſe : Tra 
And the Act of Aſſembly 49, enjoining Preſ-Feo 
| byteries to provide diſaffected and malignant het 
Congregations with Miniſters of the Goſpel, This 
is truly good; however, this ſays nothing againſt Þ2 
the Right of the Lord's People to call their own Pat 
Paſtors. For as the Reverend Mr. Rutherford 
ſays, Election is either to be looked to quoad inc 
Jus, or quoad Fuclum; A People not yet hal 
© called externally, cannot ele& their own Mi- Fall. 
© niſter ; a Synod or others of Charity, as Re- or 
verend Junius ſaith, may chuſe for them; tho . 
© de facto, and in Reſpect of their Caſe, they hi 


cannot chuſe their own Paſtor. 4thly, Where- Ig 


as dis ſaid, The Church hath never rem F 
| * ate 
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18 lſtrate againſt this. . iſt, I have heard, 
that at the making of the above- mentione 
civil Law for planting of vacant Churches, 
ſundry in the Miniſtry of the Church of 
Scotland were far from approving. thereof, 
he tho they did not formally remonſtrate againſt 
t. 24h, That this has not been teſtified a- 
gainſt ſince that Time, perhaps hath flowed 
in Part from this, That Miniſters being ac- 
uſtomed to ſuch Settlements, and People 
tamely yielding their Right, they did not ſeri- 
ouſly conſider the Evil of ſuch a Practice: 
| And for my own Part, I confeſs that I never 
ſeriouſly thought of the Evil of this, till I ſaw 
Calls carried on in ſundry Congregations con- 
e: trair the Inclinations of the Body of the 
People; and that by Heritors, who were nei- 
ther friendly to Church nor State, 3. Tho 
his hath not been done formerly ; yet now 
in my humble Opinion it ſhould be done 
aterially, by bringing the Method of Settle- 
nts to the Scripture Standard; eſpecially 
ince there is no civil Law at the Time, 
hat favours Heritors more than others in the 
alling of Goſpel Miniſters. And ſo much 
or Anſwer to Objections. | | 
Now after all, tho* it ſhould be granted, 
hich yet can never be yielded, That refid- 
ng Heritors may have a Suftrage beyond o- 
ers; vet is it not a molt unreaſonable T Tate 
That 
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That non-reſiding 5 0 have any ſuelſthe 
Favour granted to them, ſince they are not tq at. 

ahide under the Miniſtry of the Perſon elected G0 

yea may be never to hear him ſo meh as onceſyh 
in their whole Lifetime. To me tis much, aqhon 
to give ſome neighbouring Princes and Poten az 
tates a Voice in the Election of a Sovercignſ | 
to rule over us: Surely our Lord hath placed O. 
the Power, of electing Paſtors, Where theſcia 
greater Good of his Church requires ii fec 
ſhould be placed: Tis the Good of his ChurchJCh 
and not the ſecular Intereſt or Pleaſure of thilcaf 
or the other Hexitor he looks to in the calling for 
of Goſpel Mipiſters. Fs. | not 

But Ftertber, as tis evil to give Heritors ty 

deeiſive Suffrage as ſuch, and as tis more un bee 

KH reaſonable, That. non-refiding . Ones have Aſtil 

| : Vote, CiS-yet, | worlt of all, That Heriton Ser 

not of our Communion ;. Heritors that long ti to 
ſee our Zion razed to the Foundation, thatf he: 
they ſhould have a Suffrage in the calling qq eri 
of Paſtors, to feed and overſee our Souls Hc 
to me tis ag unreaſonable, as if our Parliaſ det 
ment ſhould make an Act, allowing the ſtated] ne 

' - Enemies, of the Government a Voice in t H 

FElection of Miniſters of State, or in tha « 

t Cboice of [ſuch as command and bealff of 

Wo Office in qur Armies and Navies: For ſuch i 

3 the Prejudice and Hatred of theſe Gentlemer 


[ 1 That ſundry of them Own, and openly profeſ 


they! 
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ud$hey'll join the Apoſtate Church of Rome; 
© tather than Presbyterians. Miniſters of the 
ted Goſpel are called Builders in Scripture ; and 
ncahwhat Sort of Builders» will ſuch choiſe, as 
, AYlong to ſee the Building laid in Heaps, and 
enſfraz d to the very Foundation... , 
ig Perhaps you will object, That by the 
cedJOverture, Synods are required to have a ſpe- 
thefcial Regard to ſuch Heritors as are well af- 
fected, and join in Communion with this 
Church. To which I anſwer, That's only in 
caſe there be not a Majority of Heritors: 
Ing for if there be ſuch a Majority, the Affair is 
not to come the , Synod's Length. Majori- 
ty is enough, tho” this major Part had moſtly. 
been at Sheriff moor, and ſitten at the Kirk- 
I tile in the Ale-houfe during the Time of 
Sermon before the Modetation : Being as afraid 
to defite themſelves by entring the Church to | 
hear a Presbyterian . Miniſter, as the hypo- 
J critical Jews of old were to enter Herod's 
Houſe or Judgment-hall, leſt they ſhould be 
lia defiled : And ſpecial Regard is but a fair Ge- 
neral, which in ſome Caſes may do more 
ti} Harm than Good. As put the Caſe, there be 
a conſiderable Heritor or two upon the Side 
Hof the diſaffected Party, . 323 
I proceed now to the 2d Thing, wherein 
I judge theſe Overtures are mainly faulty, 
Lich is, in that they geptire the Lord's 
3 G Propls 
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? People of their Riots to chuſe their owdthni 
| Paſtors : Tho' this be their Privilege, yet by; 
theſe Overtures their QMſent is not required}; 7 
as neceſſary to their Minikets Call. Perhapꝗlaſ 
you'll object, The Overture ſays Elders ſhould&ili: 
try the Inclinations of the Heads of Families e 
and Perſons of good Reputation in the Pa-] in 
riſh, and have Regard thereto in the Choice { 
of a Miniſter ; and where there is no Elder. I 
ſhip, the Presbytery ſhould ſound the Inclina-*/e 
tions of the People. But what if they do not, fc / 
there is no Salvo in that, Caſe ? or what iffſa 
they do, and the People be ſtiff againſt the lor 
| Perſon the Heritors are for, and do chuſe I 
then there is no Remedy, never a Word inhjs 
the Overture intimating that ſuch a Perſonſter 
ſhall not be ſettled. No, its not ſo much as hd 
ſaid, in ſuch a Caſe, the Presbytery fſhallfci 
not proceed to the Settlement, till they deal 
with the People for their Conſent, and till 
the Affair be brought unto the Synod, as its 
in caſe there be not a Majority of Heritors : 
No, Heritors whatever they be, they muſt Yair 
be pleaſed; they'll have an A& of AMY r 
2 L 1: Favours, ſhould ſuch an Overture pals, 
Bur perhaps you will ask, If I be not for Froc 
Heritors voting as ſuch, who then am I for? hen 
to whom will I give the deciſive Suffrage ? hc ſ 
To which I anſwer, That I am for giving it 
to every Man in the Congregation, that hath been 
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ywillimitted to the Lord's Table, and i of a blam® 
by, Wall, be he Rich or Poor, Heritor or Tenant, 


apsKaſter and Servant; are to have a Vote in the 
uldþiling of Goſpel Miniſters, is the Mind of 
ies e reverend and renowned Mr. Calderwood, 
Pa-] in his Altare Damaſcenum, Page 437, where 
ice ſays, Agricola non minus ſunt membra Ec- 
ler · E quam ipſe Dominus villa, & in Chriſto non 
1a-B:ſervus & Liber, fed omnes ſunt Liberi: Si ab 
ot, ſc libertate nempo electionis excludendi ſint, ab 
ifa etiam eccleſia excludi poſſent, eo nomine, quod 
the oloni fint agricolæ aut ſervi, And excellent 
herford is very plain for this in ſundry of 
inis Writings, as in his peaceable Plea for Preſ- 
ery, 264 Page, where ſays he, The Word of 
d aſcribeth Election of Officers to the People, 
4 Act, vi. 5. He never hints that this is 
e Right of Heritors or Elders more than 
hers. And in his due Right of Presbyteries, 
d Page, when ſhewing to whom it be- 
ugs of Right to chuſe their Miniſter, he ſays 
lainly, The People have God's Right to chuſe, 
r ſo the Word preſeribeth. And then he cites 
«(any of the Fathers, and ſundry Councils for 
roof of this, anſwering Bellarmine's Argu- 
ents againſt it. And again in the 464 Page, 
e ſays, The People have Power to chuſe, out 0 

any, one fitteſt and moſt qualified for the O, 
e the Miniſtry ; 2 clear, A= vi. 3. 1. 
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iredſſaſter or Servant : And that Rich and To + + 
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28. and xiv. 14. 23. And in his Letters, 2 Boo; 
which was highly commended by the Learned;he 
and Pious Haliburton,when on the Borders of EAbe 
ternity, once and again in them he exhorts tdlm 
ſtand up for this Privilege, as in his 36th Letter 2 
Which is to one John Gordon, he writes thusIGs: 
J hear a Man is to be thruſt in to tthat Place 4; 
to which I have God's Right; I know you ſhoulllla I 
have a Voice by God's Mord in this; and thesſthe 
having cited Acts i. from the 15. and Athhe; 
vi. 3, 5. He adds, Du would be loth that anſſay 
Prelate ſhould put you out of your Poſſeſſion earthy } 
ly, and this is your Right. And again in hig. 
102 Letter, which is to one John Hender ſonſyity 
he ſays, A hireliag Paſtor is to be thruſt in up{Chy 
on you; ſtand to your Liberties, for the Word ffithe 
God allows you a Vote in chuſing your Paſtorſþy 
Principal*Rzle is of this Mind, for he affirmgſhe; 
it in poſitive Terms, That *tis the Inſtitutiwhe 
on of Jeſus Chriſt, and the Order which hꝗthe 
hath appointed in the Goſpel, That Peoplqſoth: 
ſhould have Liberty to chuſe their own Paal 
tors, and other Church Officers, as in theſthey 
199. Page of his Rational Defence of Non-conpoO 
formity. And again, in the 106 Page of tha Ma 
Book, be ſays, The. People, and neither the Piſs ti 
tron, nor any other by the Laws of the Goſpel havhert 
the Right of electing their Paſtors. And Mrthat 
Lauder is very pointed and poſitive on thin, 
Head, allowing the Suffrage in the Choice 5 as 


? 


BGoſpel Miziſter to all the Brethren, who are ad- 
mitted to the Table of the Lord. And ſhopld 
1Jthe Teſtimony of the Reverend Dr. Ouen 
Eſbe of any Weight in this Caſe, then he is 
toſmoſt expreſs to this Purpoſe, as in the 60 
ter page of his Treatiſe, of the true Nature and 
us Government of a Goſpel Church, where he wrties, 
ace As to the Nature of the Election, Call or Choice of 
ulla Perſon for the paſtoral Office, it is an Act of 
net; he whole Church, that is, of the Fraternity 5. 
{their Elders, if they have any: Aud in this Caſe, 
anſſays he, The Concurrence of Elders is neceſſary 
thy Way of common Suffrage, not of Authority or. 
hifOfice : Power for Election is not an Act of Autho- 
ſonſrity, but of Liberty and Power, wherein the whole 
upJChurch in the Fraternity is equal, And even 
d ofthe Overtures which have been tranſmitted 
ftorÞby the Commiſſion ſince the laſt Aſſembly, 

nFthey ſeem to favour this; in Regard, That 
uttwhere there is not an RT > they grant 
| heſthe Privilege to all Heads of Families, and 
oplothers that have been admitted to the Lord's 
PaffTable to chuſe a Liſt for Elders and Deacons ; | 
rheſthey make no Diſtinction between Rich and 
con poor; as in the 24th Page of theſe Overrures. 
tha Many others might be adduced to this Purpoſe, 
Pas the Author of the Letter concerning the O- 
havevertures tranſmitted by the Commiſſion : There 
MrSthat Author, when anſwering the Repreſenta- 
thin, which was made to the Presbytery of 
1 % > _ 
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Slaſgouw, by the Elders and Deacons of t 
City, he aſſerts it in poſitive T'erms, That : c 
 Eleftion of Paſtors is a Matter which belongs t * 
the Cbriſtian People and their Reg ſentati ve 
| by which, in my Opinion, he mc4 *-. norhing 
but that the Lord's People, Rich © : Poor 
Elders and People, they have an eque; Suffrag 
in the calling of Goſpel Miniſters : By the Rey ei: 
preſentatives of the Chriſtian people, he can pe 
not mean Heritors; for I never heard that an 
dreamed of their repreſenting the People in thq al. 
calling of Paſtors : And by their Repreſenta]* 
tives he cannot mean Goſpel Miniſters, fo 
he ſays he never heard Miniſters claim thi 
Right of calling Paſtors ; and therefore, by 
the Repreſentatives of the Chriſtian People x . 
he ſurely means the Elders, who repreſen th. 
the People in Diſcipline and Government 
but this even according to him, can give then 
no Right to a deciſive Voice in the Electioſ 2d 
of Miniſters above others: For he aſſerts itn or 
plain Terms, That this is no Act of Goverty pa 
ment; no Act of Juriſdiction; no Deed 0 
Court; no authoritative Act; as in the 4tlf yy 
and 17th Pages of that Letter. For ſundrf pe 
Reaſons I am heartily glad to find him 9 th. 
this Mind. There is one Thing I wondel 6; 
at, and that is how he came to expreſs him A. 
ſelf ſo plainly in Print on this Head, when hg i. 
- condemns. it in others to write againſt thy 
| | | Overtue 


. 39 „ 
Overtures, that are under Conſideration. For 
to aſſert that the Election of Miniſters be- 


longs to the Chriſtian People and their Re- 


N preſentatives, is a downright condemning of 


- 4 the Overtures tranſmitted by the Commiſſion 
and Aſſembly, anent the planting of vacant 
Churches, fince the one upon the Matter, 
makes Heritors the ſole Callers, and both 
gives them a Negative over the Chriſtian 
1 People and their Repteſentatives. As the 
Scripture is to be our Rule, ſo to me its very _ 
| plain, the Lord's People, and neither Heritors 
nor any others, are to have the deciſive Suf- 
frage in the Choice of Paſtors, to feed and 
x overſee their precious Souls. But I go on to 
| confirm this, namely, That to deprive the 
Lord's People of their Privilege in chuſing 
their own Paſtors 1s culpable, and to be con- 
demned : And this I fhall do by laying be- 
fore you ſome of the 9 which are 


tio adduced by our Divines, for proving the Right 


of the Lord's People to chuſe their on 
Paſtors. And, | "> 
Firſt, I find them arguing for this from the 
Word of God, proving their Right in this to 
be divine, which if it be, you'll eaſily own 
that no humane Authority, whether Eccleſia- 
ſtical or Civil, can juſtly take it from them, 
And here firſt, I find them arguing from Acts 
i. 23, and 26. H/here we read of the 120 Brethren 
| 1 C 4 their. 
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therr chuſing Matthias by Vote, and caſt ing Lot f 
and here they argue a majori ad minus, aſſer- 
ting, that if the Brethren had Power to elect 
an Apoſtle by their joint Suffrages, much 
more have they a Power or Right to chuſe 
the ordinary Office-bearers in the Houſe of 
God, as Goſpel Miniſters are. Mr. Gilz/py 
in the abovementioned Tractate, when pro- 
ving that the People have Right to chuſe 
their own ' Paſtors.; he ſays Matthias, tho 
an Apoſtle oyarevabuds, that is was, choſen 
by Saffrages, namely of the 120 Diſciples, 
ſimul ſuſfragiis electus eſt, as Arius Montanul 
rightly turneth the Word. Principal Rule 
ſays, T he Apoſtles were ſo cateful to preſerve this 
Right in Election of ordinary Officers, that when 
| Men for extraordinary Work were to be ſent forth, 
the Peoples Choice was not neglefed, hence two wert 
choſen by the Multitude, and preſented to the 

Lord, that by Lot the Lord might chuſe one of 
them to be an Apoſtle, Succeſſor to Judas, Acts i. 
23. And being choſen by Lot, its ſaid of him ver. 
26 EvyauaTeyn Que he was reckoned by * otes a- 
- mong the Apoſtles. Principal Forreſter when argu- 
ing upon this Head, he ſays, nay the very Perſons, 
une of whom was to be immediately ordained an A. 
poſtle by God himſelf, were choſen and preſented by 
the Church. Mr. Lawder in the 344 of his 
Book againſt Chillingworth, he ſays, Matthias 
was without doubt elected by the People, — 


x T6 3 
makes it evident to „e e that the 
Church it ſelf, and not its Officers or Rulers, is by 
God's Appointment the Source of Election: And in 
the 364 Page he writs, If the Church Rulers had 
been the Source, or if the Right of Elections had 
been in them by the Mill of God, the. Apo- 
ftles would have elected or appointed the tuo, 
whereupon we thus argue ; they in whom God hath 
lodged the Right Elections and they only ſhould no- 
minate and elec Biſhops or Paſtors: But God has 
lodged the Righe of Election in the Body of the Peo- 
ple; therefore Biſhops or Paſtors ſhould be nomina- 


ted and elected by the Body of the People. Further. 
Jays he, The People there did all that could 


be done by Men in the Affair; they elected two, 
and did not nominate the individual Perſon ; not 


becauſe they were not the Source of Elections; but © | 
becauſe the Perſon to be elected was'to be put into 


the Apoſtolical Office, and it was requiſite that an 
Apoſtle ſhould be elected in an extraordinary Way, 
and in ſome ſort immediately by Jeſus Chriſt as 
M. Claude obſerved. And 8 he, the Apo- 
ſtles electing of Matthias and Barſabas, one of 
which was to be an Apoſtle, was more thau to e- 
lect ten Biſhops, to have a Power to elect two; 
that one of them may be made an Admiral, is more 
than to have a Power to elect ten Captains of Fri- 
gats, And he hath a great'deal-more'to this 
Purpoſe, ſpending ſundry Leaves upon this 


Argument vindicating it at great length, from 


ali the Exceptions of Oppoſites. Now this 
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being the firſt new Teſtament Inſtance of Cal- yp 
ling to the Work of the Goſpel, wherein the] j, 
Church ot Chriſt was called to interpoſe, its] , 
ſurely eſtabliſhed as a Rule and Pattern not | « 

to be changed, nor departed from in after A-. 
ges, its left on ſacred Record for our Dire» | « 
ction; its an Example of the Apoſtles and Chri- 
ſtian Church, which in all. Things not other- | « 
wile determined, hath the Force of an Inſti-I s 
tution, A ſecond Scripture from which our || « 
« 
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. Proteſtant Divines de argue for, and confirm 
the divine Inſtitution of popular Elections, 
is As vi. at the beginning, where we read of 
the Peoples choice of the ſeven Deacons. The 
People had Right to chuſe the Deacons 
therefore a fortiori they have Power and di- 
vine Right to chuſe their Paſtors: Principal 
| Forreſter in the eight Principle of the Appendix 
to his Confutation of Sage's Vindication of 
the pretended Principles of the Cyprianick 


Age, ſays, The infallible Apoſtles in Point of Know 
ledge, of Gifts and Qualifications, would not or- 
dain the Deacons, but upon the Peoples choice, and 
ſelecting of the Perſons, tho the Office had a re- 
ſpect only to the deburfing of their Alms or Charity: 
And ſays he, if ſuch a Truſt as this of disburfing 
the Peoples Alms, was judged by the Apoſtles, ne- 
ceſſary to require the Peoples Conſent and Choice 
of the Perſons, the far greater Truſt of the Souls 
Conduct, muſt a fortiori require ſuch a Gor 
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Principal Rule having adduced this Argument 
in the 201 Page of bis Defence of Non-Confor- . 


mity, Says its a frivolous Anſwer, that it 


© doth not follow that they ſhould chaſe. their 
© 'Paſtars, becauſe they may chuſe the Diſtribu- 
© ters of their Benevolence. For fiſt Both 
© are Church Officers inſtitated by Chriſt, in 


© this they are alike. 24h, It were a leſs Matter 


that People were impoſed on in this lefler 
* Concern, than in that of greater Conſequence z 
© and if the Lord hath taken care that they 
© ſhould be ſatisfied about the one, much more 
that they ſhould be ſatisfied about the o- 


ther. Mr. Lauder in the 345 Page of his 


© Book ſays, Tis irrational to think that 
God would give a Right to his People, to 
© chuſe ſome Church Officers, and not to e- 


* le& others; they have a Right to chuſe their 


© Deacons, and therefore a fortiori they have 
© a Right to elect their Biſhops. A Man has a 
© Right to chuſe his Servant, therefore much - | 
© more has he a Right rochuſe his Wife; be- 

© cauſe his Intereſt and Happineſs depends 


much more upon the right Election of a 


Wife. The Intereſt of the Church depends 
much more on the Biſhops than the Dea- 
© cons; therefore if it have a Right to ele& 


its Deacons, much more ſhould it be ſuppo- 


* ſed, that it has a Right to ele& its Biſhops. 
Is it poffible there could be a mote elear EVi- 
* dent 


gi 44 
dent and convincing Inſtance of the free E- 
" . Je&ionsof Office- bęarers in the Houſe of God, 
by the Lord's People than this; and had it not 
een theit Right and Privilege by a Grant 
from Chriſt, the ſole Head and King of the 
Church, the Apoſtles had ſurcly nominate 


ordained them : And in this Inſtance, the Power, 
Right and Privilege of the Lord's People, to 
chuſe their Office-bearers in his Houſe, is fo 
confirmed and ſecured, as no humane Authority 
can juſtly deprive them thereof. A third 
* Scripture from which our Proteſtant Writers 
-* do alſo argue, for the Peoples Right to e- 
Ic& their own Paſtors, is Aci xiy. 23. Where 
we read of the Apoſtles ordaining Elders in 
erery Church by the Suffrages of the People. 
The learned Turretine having cited this Text, 
to proye the Peoples Power to chuk 
their own Paſtors, in his 24 Queſtion de 
- - , Ecclefig, he ſays, Apoſtoli oppidatim conſtituunt 
presbytergs per populi xapronav, five liberis gjuf 
ſuffragiis, voce deducta a more grecorum 
gui porrectis & extenfis manibus ſuffragia ferebant, 
ande ad quaſlibet electiones tam ſacras quam poli- 
zicas tranſiata fignificat per ſuſfragiq creare. 
Doctor Rule, having aſſerted that People have 
Liberty to chuſe their own Paſtors, and other 
Church Officers, ſays, I ſhall prove. this by 
« bowing chat it was the conſtant e 


and choſen the Deacons themſelves, as well as || 
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me ntwhich is taken 


' -- OY 4 
t the Church, while d Aas managed the 
. Affairs of it, that Church Officers were cho- 
t ſen by the Suffrages of the People; and L 
© hope it will not be denied, adds he, that ſuch 
© a Practice is Declarative of Chriſt Inſtitu- 
© tion. And then he goes on to his firſt Argu- 
nn this Scripture, where 
tho* Ordination or Appointment be in our 
Trahſlation, yet the Greek Word ve f 
ſignifies a chuſing by Suffrages, as the manner 
of the Grecians was by ſtretching out, or liftin 
up the Hand to declare their Votes. An 
then he goes on to ſhow, that this is the or- 
dinary Acceptation of the Word, and to anſ- 
wer what is objected or expected againſt our 
Argument from this. Text, Mr. Gilleſpy inſiſt- 
eth upon this Argument at conſiderablelength; 
Beza's Tranſlation of the Text favours this, 
for he renders the Words thus, Quumque ipfis . 


per ſuffragia creaſſent per fingulas ecclefias Pre f. 


byteros. And the reverent Principal Forreſter 


ſays, that the Peoples Right to chuſe their 
own Paſtors, is effectually pleaded or proved 
from this Text. And the reverent Doctor O- 
wen in his abovementioned Treatiſe, Page 62, 
63, 64, 65, 66, 67, 68, 69, 70; there he argues 
to great Perpoſe from this and the above Serip- 
tures, RILEY it evident beyond Controverſy, 
that its the Right of the Lord's People to chuſe 
their own Paſtors. There are ſundry other 
faded 


DER . 4 
Scripture Argumeggs, which ſome adduce; 
which I ſhall not ſtãnd to mention, being per- 
ſwaded that theſe already adduced are con- 
VIncng | 
adh, Our Proteſtant Writers, they argue 
for the Peoples Right to chuſe their own Pa- 
ſtors, from the ancient Practice of the Church 
for ſundry Centuries : For Proof of which, 
they cite the famous Council of Nice, the Sy- 
ad of Conſtantinople, the third and fourth 
Councils of Carthage, the Council of Calcedon, 
the Council of Anqron, the Council of 
Laodicea, the "third Council of Orleans, 
and divers others. And alſo they cite the 
pretended Apoſtolical Conſtitutions, in which 
its ordained, That - Biſhops be choſen by all 
the People; they alſo cite a great many of the 
my Fathers ta this Harpo, as Tertullian, Origen, 
Cyprian, Ambroſe, Chryſoſtom, Iſidore, Cre- 
gory the Great, and ſundry others; yea, Turre- 
tine in the abovementioned place, he ſays, Com- 
muni quaſi voce antiquitas judicarit omnes illas e- 
lectiones irritas, quæ avev nas owes id eſt, ut 
vertit Cyprianus, he populi conſcientia, & aſſen- 
=_ ſu factæ erant. And Principal Rule cites a 
Council in the ſeyenth Country, in which the 
wart of Popular Election was held to make a 
Miniſter's Ordination void. And fays he, in 
= the 201 Page of his Book againſt Srilling fleet. 
Nothing of Church order is more clearly and fre- 
* N quently 


<3 
 Bauently and unanimouſly in the Writings of thi 
Ancients, nor did longer continue untaken away, 
ven in the degenerate Ages of the Church, than 
the Peoples chu ſing of their Paſtors. And he 
thinks the obtruding of Paſtors upon People. 
without their choice and conſent, may be rec 
koned among the Novelties of Popery : Mr. 
Lawder cites the Council of Clermont, which 
vas about the middle of the ſixth Century, 
here 1t was declared, That Perſons ought to be 
advanced to the high Dignity of the Miniſtry, not 
by the favour of ſome few, but by the Suffrages of 
|. And ſays he, That the People elected their 
Biſhops in the third Century is a Truth ſo certain 
nd evident, that the Popiſb Doctors thoſe among 
hem, to wit, who are Men of Honour and Inte- 
rity, offer not to call it in Queſtion. And that 
his was the Cuſtom in the Primitive Times 
nay be further confirmed from what that inge- 
ous Gentleman Sir Piter King writs, in bis 
nquiry into the Conſtitution, Diſcipline, Unity 
nd Worſhip of the Primitive Church, during the 
ſt three Centuries after Chriſt, Where he ſhows 
om ſundry Inſtances, that during theſe three 
undred Years, the People had the choice of 
eir own Paſtors. In the 22 Page of his Book 
e fays, When the Biſhip of a Church was 
ad, all the People of that Church, met together 
one Place to chuſe a new Biſhop ;' ſo Sabinus 
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ini the Brotherhood ; which was alſo the Ouſtoni( i 
fays he, through all Africa, for the Biſhop to beſt} 
choſen in the preſence of the People + And fo Fa- ti 
bianus was choſen to be Biſhop of Rome, by all th (1 
Brethren who were met together, in one Place for fa 
that very End. And then again in the 33 Page, Ii 
when proving that the Dioceſe of the Biſhopſ w/ 
of Rome was no larger than one of our Pari-J 2 
ſhes, he ſays the People of this Dioceſe meiſ 40 
all together, to chuſe a Biſhop when the Seeſ ſo 
was vacant : So upon the Death of Anterus Ca 
all the Brethren met together in the Church tof th 
chuſe a Succeſſor, where all the People unani{t4: 
mouſly choſe Fabianus. And ſo, after the Deatlſ con 
of Fabianus,Cornelius was choſen Biſhop of thai. 
Dioceſs by the Suffrages of the Clergy and f 
People. And in the 45 Page: Now the mann | 
of electing a Biſhop, (to wit, during the fa Gi! 
three Centuries, ) I find to be thus ſays he, when i me 
Pariſh-or Biſhoprick was vacant thro the Deatlf Di 
of the Incumbent, all the Members of that*Parilff Te, 
. both Clergy and Lait), (that is Elders, Deacouſſ to c 
and People ) they met together in the Church, conſ ſuſt 
monly to chuſe a fit Perſon for his Succeſſor, Pi! 
whom they might commit the care and Goveney . 
ment of their Church: Thus when Alexandeſs 7 
was choſen Biſhop of Jeruſalem, it was by i 
choice of the Members of that Church. And the 
having given a two fold Inſtance of Populi Tan 
Elections at Rome, he adds, thus alſo with reſperiier 
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nil tbe Dioceſs of Carthage, Cyprian was choſen Biſhop 
hall thereof by its Inhabitants and Members. As Pon- 
a4 tius his Deacon writs ; that tho he was a Novice 
(Neophytus) yet by the Grace of. God, and the 
for favour of the People, he was elevated to that ſub- 
ge lime Dignity, whoch is no more, (adds he) but 
op what Cyprian himſelf acknowledges, who fre- 

| quently owns that he was promoted to that honqur- 

| able Charge by the Suffrages of the People. And 
Seel ſo far he. Now this Gentleman's unbyaſſedneſs, 
Candour and Ingenuity is ſuch, that if in all the 
three firſt Centuries he had but found an Inſtance, 
4 that ſeemed to condemn Popular Elections, or to 
athl countenance Calls by Patrons; + Heritors, Magi- 
hath /frates, Town-Council, or Church: Officers excluſive 
andlef the Heap, it had been recorded. by him. 
nl 3dly, I find. ſome, as the Reverend Mr. 
fr Gilleſpy arguing on this Head, from t he Judge- 
en ment and Teſtimony of Orthodox, Proteſtanr 
-atf Divines ſince the Reformation. He ſays, The 
LJenent of Proteſtants,which Bellarmine undertakes 
to confute is this; Ut ſine populi conſenſu & 
ſuffragio, nemo legitime electus aut vocatus ad 
Jepiſcopatum habeatur. And ſays he, Tho' our 
Writers diſclaim many Things which he imputes 


i :bem, who write againſt him; this is plainly main 


pulJLanchy, Junius, Cartwright, Oſiander, Gual- | 
aber, Sruconius, Nome, Baldwine, Bruch= | 


* . 


to them, yet I find not this diſclaimed by any of © * 
Iained by Luther, Calvin, Beza, Maſculus, * -* 


: 4.3 + 
mand, Wallens, Bullinger, Sme&ymnnut 
Whittaker, and many others, whoſe Teſtimonie 
we can proditte if need be. The learned Zanch 
is very plain pointed, and poſitive on this 
Head, In quartum preceptum, Col. 78 
Where he ſays, Eligere paſtores fine plebis conſenſuſ 
primum non eſt apoſtolicum neque legitimum, eoquiſ ſai 
talis miniſter legitimus non fuerit miniſter. Deindi pr 
pugnat cum libertate Eccleſiæ, eoque adimitur eſ th. 
quod Chriſtus donavit, quantum autem eſt hoc cri4* « 
men ? Tertio non conducit paſtori, quia nunquam* 
bona conſcientia poterit ſuo fungi officio, necque e.: 
tiam conducit Eccleſiæ quia libenter non audiet* } 
neque etiam amabit eum, qui ſibi non con ſentiem t 
obtruſus eſt. Many othets may be cited i. 
this purpoſe. The Author of the Pamphlet“ ; 
Entituled The Paſtor and the Prelate, whicifſ® ;: 
was printed at Edinburgh 1628, in the 35 and a 
36 Pages, when ſhowing the difference be“ F 
"tween Goſpel Miniſters and Dioceſan Prelate j: 
he ſays, The Paſtor in planting Churcheg* P 
and placing of Miniſters, without reſpe& . t 
any Man's private Judgment or Affection wii v 
© common Conſent, maketh choice of the be a 
qualified for Grace and Manners,and moſt i b 
i Bt the People, he is to be ſet over; and tha a 


with their own ſpecial Advice and Deſire, W* { 


+ © that he giveth not the Church tothe Miniſteſ te 
put the Miniſter to the Church: And then H 4 
ſhows that the Practice of lotdly Prelatq : t. 
'® js diamertically oppoſite to this. The A 

g - * | 
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were the reverend Mrs. Stephen Marſhal, , Ed- 
ellmund Calamy, Thomas Dung; Matthew News 
Icommen, and I know not if the fifth was, }/iliant 
hig Sedgwick, Strong or Superſiow, I ſay theſe Au- 
thors in the 23d and 24 Pages of that Book, 
nſllwhen ſhowing the difference between Dioce- 


Primitive Times. T he Primitive Biſhops, ſay 
they, © Who were only Parochial Paſtors, they 


© &ions were ordered by the privity Conſent 


© Biſhops were to ferve ; and were there no o- 
u thers to make this good, Cyprian alone would 
ag do it, among other Places, ſay they, let his 
ei“ 68 Epiſtle witneſs, . where he ſays, plebs max- 


e ally have Power either of  chuſing worthy 
FJ* Prieſts, or rejecting the unworthy ; for this 
F* is derived from divine Authority, that the 
hee* Prieſts ſhould be choſen in, the preſence of 

the People, before all their Eyes, and appro- 
© ved as fit and worthy by their publick Vote 
and Teſtimony ; and this ſay they, he proves 


and new: Nor was this the Judgment of one 
c, ſole Man, but of an African Synod, conſul- 

ted by the Spaniſh Churches, in point of E- 
* &ion, as the Inſcription of the Epiſtle ſhows. 


A 


thors of Snectymnuus Redivivus, who I fappole 


ſan Biſhops, and the ancient Biſhops in the 


J differed from ours in this; that all their Ele- 


© ime habet poteſtatem, &c. The People ſpeci- 


by the Teſtimony of ſacred Writ, both old 
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© and Approbation of the People, where the 


lat} the Obtruſion of a Biſhop upon the Church 
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Y of Alexandria, K the Preſence, Deſirè 
© and Vote of the Clergy or People, is con- 
© demned by Athanafius, not only as a breach 
of Canon, but as a Tranſgreſſion of Apo- 
< ſtolical Precept, and that it did compel or 
14 < neceſſitate the Heathen to Blaſpheme ; nor, 
1 © ſaythey, did only Chriſtian Biſhops but Chri- 
= * ſtian Princes acknowledge the Right and 
i4 © Power of Election of Biſhops to be in the 
the People; ſo that admired Conſtantine, the 
© great Promoter and Patron of the Peace 0 
© the Chriſtian Church, writing to the Church 
© of Nicomedia againſt Euſibius: And Theog: 
© nius tells them the ready Way to lay aſleep 
© the Tumults, that did then diſtract the 
Church about the Election of a Biſhop, was 
© ſi modo Epiſcopum fidelem & integrum, 8c. If 
they would get a faithful and upright Biſhop 
- + © which ſaid he is in your Power preſently te 

do, and was long ago; if Euſebius with th 
© aid of his Faction, had not ruſhed in upon 
E and impudently diſturbed the right Order o 
© Election. Now ſay they, that which the {a 
© cred Emperor calls the right Order of E 
© le&ion, what is it but the Election by the 
© People, in whoſe Power, ſays he, it then was 
and long ago had been to chuſe a Biſhop 
And ſay they to this Election in Necomedia 
ye could if it were needful in ſo clear a Trut 
add many like Preſedents of popular Ele 
© 5 Rion, which for brevity's ſake we paſs * 
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And ſo much for Proof of this, That its the 


6 
h the Peoples undoubted Right and Privilege to 
o- | chuſe their own Paſtors. There are ſundry other 
or Topicks inſiſted upon to good Purpoſe, by our 
r, Divines for Proof of this, which here I ſhall not 
ri· mention, but go onto anſwer Objections, which 
ndl have been or may be raiſed againſt this. And. 
Firſt, Perhaps it will be objected, That: 
* ſome of our Worthies, as the Reverend Mr. 
; * Gilleſpy, and Principal Forreſter, are of a con- 
* trary Mind from what is here advanced, tho? 
«cited once and again, for Proof thereof, be- 
* ing they give the deciſive Suffrage to the 
* Elderſhip, and not to the People. To which 
I anſwer firſt, That tho' they give the deci- 
Ive Voice to Elders, there is nothing in all 
their Writings favouring. this Right in Heri- 
tors, more than others. 2dly, With all re- 
a ſpect to theſe eminently learned judicious and 
ron, * pious Worthies, who were valiant Champi- 
er o ons in pleading the Cauſe of Chriſt, I might 
e fa anſwer, Aliquando dor mitat ipſe Homerus. And 
E tho they freak of giving the decilive Vote 
y theſſ® to the Elderſhip; yet I find them not ad- 
Was ducing Arguments that it ſhould be ſo, 
* whereas they bring ſtrong and , unanſwerable 
Arguments, for proving the Peoples Right 
rut to chuſe their own Paſtors: And could | 
Ele have ſeen Foundation from Scripture, | for give 
over: ing the deciſive Voice to the Elderſhip,its\ what 
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my privato Inclinations would have led m 5 
to, in regard this hath been the Practice offity 
the Church of Scotland for ſome Time. 34h pe 
Tho' they give the Vote to the Elderſhip, the pe 
are poſitive for the Peoples conſent, plainly th 
condemning Settlements, contrair the Incliy ty 
nations of a People. Mr. Gilleſpy in the 24 tv 
Page of his Miſcellany Queſtions, when treaſ m 
ting of the Peoples Power, to chuſe their ownf th 
Overſeers he ſays, The Liberty of Conſent im 
one Thing, Counſel or Deliberation another de 
© Thing, the Power of a deciſive Voice inf th 
Court or Judicatory, a third Thing. I ſpealſ ſo 
© of a conſtituted Church, for where there is not lot 
© yet an Elderſhip,there can be no ſuch Diſtinfſ w. 
_ © &ion: Yet adds he, However be there an E di. 
| © derſhip, or be there none the Peoples Cong on 
© ſent muſt be had. He doth not barely fay 
their Conſent is defireable, their Conſent 
were to be wiſhed, their Conſent is to be ſtu 
died, their Inclinations ſhould be ſounded, ot 
People may lay their Obje&ions before th 
Presbytery, no but their Conſent muſt be had 
Nothing can be more expreſs and pofitive that 
this. And to me its evident to a Demonſtra 
tion, that the Reverend Principal Forreſter! 
of the ſame Mind; his Arguments ſhow ht 
alſo looked upon Settlements as Antifcriptura 
tho? all the Elders had been unanimous, if th} 
Peoptes Conſent was not obtained. In his 200 


Quer 


' 
L, 


" 1 A 

Query to the Prelatiſts of Scotland, he ſays, 
he ſpiritual near Relation which is be- 
{tween the Miniſter and his Flock, importing 
peculiar reciprocal Duties, muſt needs ſup- 
poſe a voluntaryConſent and Call. Now I'm ſure 
theſe peculiar reciprocal Duties are not be- 
4 tween Miniſters and Elders only, but be- 
tween the Miniſter and his Flock in a ſpecial 
manner Elders are far from being the Flock, 
tho' a part thereof; and that he intends no 
i more when he ſpeaks of the congregational El- 
hei derſhip's Intereſt in Calling a Miniſter, but 
nf that he is for giving them the deciſive Voice, 
| ſo as they take the Congregations conſent ,as 
long with them, is evident from what he like- 
wike ſays in the 8th Principle of his Appen- 
dix, to the Confutation of Sages Vindicati- 
on of the pretended Principles of the Cyprianick 
Age ; as there he argues for the Peoples 
Power and Intereſt in calling their Paſtor 
from the Marriage-like Relation, which is 
between Paſtor and Flock: So I am ſure 
Jas its not a Match, tlio* Father and Mother 
J ſhould both conſent, unleſs the Bride conſent 
alſo ; neither is there a Paſtoral Relation fixed, 
tho? all the Elders,and Heritors too, ſhould call, 
unleſs the People conſent. Further, as there he 
argues from the Judgment of Diſcretion, and 
trying the Spirits, which is allowed, yea en 
joined the People of God, ſo I hope none 
„ Vi! 


ien vote in Elderſhips, as in al 


will ſay this Judgment of Diſeretion afid try- 
ing the Spirits, is only the Privilege of El- 


ders, or that it belongs allennarly to them: 


And as there he argues from the neceſſary 
. Faith, which is required of the Lord's 


People ; ſo I am ſure no Proteſtant dreams | 
that this belongs only to Elders - or Heritors, 


and that the People ſhould pin their Faith to 
their Sleeves, acting with implicite Faith, be 
lieving as they believe, which is Fides Carbo- 
naria, or the Coallier's Faith 

But, 4thly, Tho' Mr. Gileſpie gives the 


decive Suffrage to the Elders ; yet he is ſo 


much for the People's Right, that he gives 


them a Negative over all the Elderſhip. And 


ſhould you ask how I make this good? Then 


I anſwer its evident from this, That he thinks 


Their Diſſent is Ground enough to hinder the 
Settlement; and thinks they are not obliged 


do give a Reaſon of their Diſſent; or if they 
muſt give a Reaſon, he ſays, If they deſire 


another better, or as well qualified, by whom 


they find themſelves more edified ; this is 4 


Reaſon ſufficient. I'll give you his own 
Words verbatim, when anſwering this Obje&i- 
on, that People may not diſaſſent from the 
Perſon choſen, without. objecting ' ſomewhat 


againſt his Doctrine or Life; In the 27th Page i 


ueſtions, he ſays, * Now 
Courts ant 


Confiſtories, 


of his Miſcellany 


* 


on 


1 


As © 
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onſiſtories, freely according to the Judgment of 


« cir Conſcience, and are not called to an Account 


or a Reaſ.u of their Votes : And as the Vote of © 


the Elderſhip is a free Vote, fo is the Congrega- 
tion's Conſent a free Conſent ; and the Objection 


holdeth no more againſt the latter than againſt the 


ormer, for both ara jointly required by the Church" 


of Scotland. And in the 28th Page, while 1 


going on to anſwer this Objection, he ſays; 


Tho nothing be objected againſt the Mans 
Doctrine or Life, jet if the People defire another 


better, or as well qualified, by whom they find 
themſelves more edi ed than by the other, that 


is a Reaſon ſufficient, if a Reaſon muſt be given 


at all : And it is allowed by Danens in 1 Tim. 


. 22, And by the far ſt Book of Diſcipline in the 


fourth Head. And then he adds, I being con- 
leſcended upon in the Parliament of Scotland, 
That His Majeſty with Conſent and Advice of 
f the Eſtates ſhould nominate the Officers of 
tates. The Eſtates of Parliament were preſſed 
% give a Reaſon. of © their diſſenting ſrom his 
Majeſty's Nomination, but they refuſed 3” and I am 
ſure (ſays he) conſenting or not conſenting, in a 
Matter Eccleſiaſtical, ought to be as free, if not 
more free than in a Matter civil. 


ah, Some may perhaps object, That this 


f giving the People a Voice in the calliug 


f Goſpel Minilters is contrary to the Opi- 
lon of the Miniſters of London met in a pro- 


— , 2 


« 


vincial 


0 


1 
eial- Aſſembly, Amo 1654, as is evident} 
from their Jus divinum Miniſterii Evangelici th 
Chap. 8th, in which they confute this of thefſ th 
Peoples Right to chuſe their own Paſtors, /. 
aſſerting, That the Election of a Miniſter doth by 
not belong wholly and ſolely by divine Right to the ho 
major Part of every particular Congregation. Tol P. 


which Lanſwer, Firſt, That I frankly yield theff of 


whole of their Propoſition ; for if they diſtin- I ot! 
guiſh between the People and Elderſhip, then II. 
own the Elders have a Voice with others. And] th 
its the Duty of People to conſult, adviſe and] in 
_ deliberate with the Elderſhip, as to the Per-. 
ſon whom they deſign to call; ſo that Electi - w/ 
on doth not ſolely belong to the People, or it pr 
belongs not ſo to them, as to exclude the co 
_ Elderſhip. zdh, I own, That by divine 
Right it belongs not to the major Part o 
every Congragation to cle&t the Miniſter ; for 
ifethe major Part of a Congregation be ſo ig. 
norant, irreligious, ſcandalous, or erroneous} £ 
that they t not to be admitted to ſealing 
Ordinances; or if the major Part of theſſ th: 
Congregation be ſuch as will not ſubmit to 
the Miniſtry of a faithful Goſpel Miniſter, 
then they ought not to have a Vote, as hath 
been hinted above. 3dly, As the Reverend Mr. 
Lauder obſerves in his Anſwers to their Pro- 
poſition, Page 356 of his Treatiſe agait 

Ghillinguarth and others, Though they tell,» 
| * 
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Vote in the calling a Goſpel Miniſter, as 
nuch as againſt the Pe 


that the Election of a e not belong is 
the major Part of every Congregation wholly and 
ſolely, jet they. tell us not what they underſtand 
by this wholly amd ſolely, nor do they tell ur 
how far the Power of Election belongs to the major 
Part of a Congregation, nor do they tell us what. 
of this Power belongs to others; nor who 
ethers are, that have Powers in this beſides the 
People of particular Congregations. And from 
their cautious Way of expreſſing themſelves in 
in that Propoſition, it would ſeem they thought 
that ſome or many, or moſt Congregations have the 
whole and ſole Power of Election. 4thly, I ap- 
prehend all that thoſe eminent Divines meant 
to prove was only this, That the Sectarian 
Principle which prevaiFd at that Day was 
erroneous, viz. That the People might call fuch 


for Paſtors, as had not been licenſed by Presby- 
of} teries to preach the Goſpel, and that their bare 


Election was enough to make a Mimifter withoue 
the Presbyterie's Ordination. However, if by 
their Arguments they had meant more, then, 
as a Perſon of Worth obſerved, their Argu- 
ments would ſtrike againſt. the Ruling Elders * 


oples, and * all to the 
Claſſis or Presbytery, yea to che preaching 
Elders only. '5thly; Tis obſerveable, That 
tho" they ſay it belongs not to every * | 
$2110n ſolely, and only to ell thetr = 
ah | C3 


'Paſtors, is ſolidly an 


dae Miniſters of the Provincial Synod of 


— 
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Ker; yet they never ſay it belongs not to the 
People to chuſe their own Paſtors; They do 
not ſay this is tlie Right of Heritors ; They do 
not ſay this is the Right of Elders ; nor do 
they {ay this is the Right of Miniſters : So for 
any Thing they aſſert in that Chapter, we are 
left at an Uncertainty, as to what was their 
Judgment on this Head. Gi, All that they 
or orhers-ſay to invalidate our Arguments for 
the Peoples divine 05 — to, Cine their own 

wered by the Reverend 
Mrs. Gilleſpie, Rule, Forreſter, Lauder, Dr. 
Owen, and others, in ſuch of their Writings, 
as have been mentioned above: And truly it 
may be wondered by all how they, to wit, 


London came to attempt this. Eſpecially con- 
ſidering in the ſeventh Place, That they ex- 


preſty declare themſelves to be no Enemies to 
popular Elections; and ſeeing they declare, 


that the miniſterial Call corfliſteth in Ele&i- 
on, as well as in Ordination: III give you 
their own Words in the ſecond Part of that 
Book, or in their us divinum Miniſterii Aur 


| glicani, Page 16. when proving that Ordina- 
tion is that which gives the Eſſence to the 
„ miniſterial Call. They expreſs themſelves 


thus, Here ue defire the Reader to take notice, 
That in this Argument we ſhall not at all ſpeak 
of the Peoples Election of their Minifter ; Not be: 


1 2902 cauſe 


ſent Miniſtry is in Refrence to their Ordination ; 


L '& 1 


tauſe we are Enemies to popular | Eleftions richly 4 


managed and ordered; or becauſe we think that 
the miniſterial Call doth not conſiſt tn Election, 
as well as Ordination; (for we have formerly de- 
clared the contrairy ) but becauſe the great Stum- 
bling-ſtone, and Rock of Offence. againſt the pre- 


therefore it is that we inſiſt upon that only. Here 
at length we have found what was their 
Judgment on this Point ; and you ſee plainly 
that now they are Friends to popular Electi- 
ons. Had they not been convinced that popu- 
lar Elections are founded upon the Word of 


God, they ſurely had been Enemies to them :. 


And you may ſee plainly that they think the 
Peoples Call is needful to make a Perſon the 
Miniſter of a People, as well as the Presby- 
tery's Ordination. And you ſee the great 
Thing they had in View, was/to confute that 


Sectarian Principle of the Needleſſneſs of Or- 


_— 


dination to a Miniſter's Call. . 

Orr. 3d, To give the People a decifiue 
Suffrage, in the calling of Miniſters, would con- 
demn the Practice of the Church of Scotland in 
former Times, and reflect particularly on the laſt 
Aſſembly for tranſmitting the Overture, here under 


Conſideration. To which I anſwer, Firft,*Tis . 


as much a condemning the Church of Kor- 
land in former Times, to give the deciſive 
V ote to Heritors ; In Regard, this. Was ne- 


* 


* 


ver 


3 bee her Prineiple mor Practice in formet J. 
| ays. N | | « | | 2 
2dly, J anſwer, That for ſome Time im- | 0! 
mediately after the Reformation, the Church I ft 
of Scotland gave the Election of Paſtors to I 1a 
the Lord's People. In the firſt Book of Diſ- b. 
cipline drawn up by Order of the Government, and 
agreed to in the Privy-Council, January 17. 1560. D 
There, in the fourth Head concerning the lawful || ©? 
Election of Miniſters, the Power of Election u of 
lodged in the Pariſbeners; I read, that in the firſt | 
General Aſſembly of the Reformed Church of Ae 
Scotland, held the. toth of December 1560, foi 
about four Months after the Pope's Authority Was the 
aboliſhed, it was enatted the 27th of the ſaid P; 
Month, That the Election of Miniſters fhould bel the 
in the publick Church by the People; and that Notice 
of iz ſhould be given the Sunday or Lord's-day pre- 
ceeding: And it was the ſame as to the Election 
of Superintendants, as may be ſcen by the Form 
of it prefixed to the old Pſalm Books, and in 
the firſt Book of Diſcipline under the Head df 
the Election of Superintendants. Again in 
the 4th General Aſſemhly of this Church it 
was. enacted, That the Preſentation of M. 
aiſters ſbould be in the People. 3. Tho* out 
Aſſemblies have given the deciſive Suffrage d 
yet they were ſtill poſitive for the 
Peoples Conſent, and abſolutely againſt the 
Settlement of Miniſters, reniteme & contra 


cent 


— 


tente 2. Mr. Cadet. in the 26th Page 

of his Hiſtory, when giving the Sum of the 

firſt Book of Diſcipline ; In the 4th Head, 
ſays he, They acknowledge that its altogether to 
be avoided that any Man be thruſt violently upon 
the Congregation. And in the ſecond Book of 
Diſcipline, Chap zd, which treats of the 
calling of Miniſters ; In the 6th Paragraph 
of that Chapter its ſaid, Election is the chufi 

out of a Perſon or Perſons moſs able to the of. 
fice, which wvaikes, by the Judgment of the Elder- 
ſhip, and Conſent of the Congregation to which 
they ſhall be appointed. And again in the 8th 
Paragraph of that ſame Chapter its ſaid, In 
the Order Election is to be eſchewed, that 
any Perſon be intruded into any © Offices of the 
Kirk, without the Will of the Congregation, to 


| which they are appimed. And in the 12th Chap- 


ter of that Book, which treats of certain ſpe- 
cial Heads of Reformation craved by the 
Church at that Time, in the 11th and 12th 
Paragraphs its ſaid, Fhe Liberty of Perſons 
called to ecclefaaſtical Functione, and obſerved 


JN without Interruption, ſo long as the Kirk was not 


corrupted by Antichriſt, we de ſire to be reſtored 
and retained within this Realm; ſo that none be 
intruded upon any Congregation, either by the 


Prince, or any inferiour Perſon. without lawful 


Election, and the Aſſent of the People, over 
whom the Perſon is placed; a the Practice of the || 
| | e apoſtolica 


* 


” 


_— _ FE-847J 4 
d: Capoſtolical and primitive Kirk, and good Order 
cave. And in the 1638; when Presbtery wi 
” «reſtored, this was ſtill:the avowed Prineiple 
”. *the Church of Scotland: For in the 23d Seſſic 
of the Aſſembly held at Glaſzow that ſan 
,Year, its exprefly appointed, That no Pe 
e {ons be intruded into any Office of th 
= Kirk, without the Will of the Congreg⸗ 
tion to which they are appointed.” And all 
the General Aſſembly 1649 in the Directot 
feier ſettling Miniſters, clearly intimates, The 
= | the Conſent of the People is neceſſary to a M 
niſter's Call, and their Diſſent Ground enoug 
5 to hinder the Settlement. The above- mel 
tioned Mr. Gilleſpie, who may be ſuppoſed t 
' * have underſtood the Principles and Sent 
ments of the Chureh of Scotland, as well 
many in his Day, in the forecited T'teatil 
printed the ſame Year, when ſhowing, wherel 
the Church of Scotland ditfered from Anabaptiſt 
Tndependents, and Separatiſts as to the callin 
of Miniſters, he expreſſeth himſelf thus, . 
give the Vote only to the Elderſhip, « 
Church Repreſentative; yet, ſays he, 
that they carry along with them the Con 
1 ſent of the major - or. better Part of . th 
- © © Congregation.” Theſe Words are in th 
" 24th Page. And again in the 27th he ſay! 
. As the Vote of the Elderſhip is à fie 
Vote, ſo 48. the. \Congregation's Conlent 
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der Fand both are jointly re * by 
9 © the Church of Scotland. rom the at 
ile end Principal Rule, who was employed by by 
Seſſiolthe Church of Scotland to write in her De- 
t ſamſence, in his Vindication from the Aſpertions 
no Peri yhich were caſt u 7 A1. by 2 As 
of thi ne Intituled, De Caſe "of the afflided 
ngrega 2. Page 12th; * ſpeaking of ſome of . 
nd al{@he Epiſcopal Clergy that were ejected at the 
irector Revolarion, he ſays, © There was never a Rela- 
„ Thal tion of Paſtor and People between them and 
» 2 Mi theſe Flocks, they, wiz. The People never 
enough * having a to ſuch 2 Relation :* 2 
ve-met 2 1 he clearly hints there can be 
zofed t Relation between of Miniſter nd Bop Peoples 

"Son Inlefs the People | "CON ſent unto. it. 9 I. 
well Ain its no n 5 the Church of 
Trearil borland to g0 2 little than formerly _ 
whereiſlhe hath done; for tho ſhe hath been, 7 is 
abaptiſ 4 of the pureſt Churches upon Earth, for 
e callinPoQrine, Ditcipline Worſhip and Government; 
s,- © Wet that will not prove ſhe is come toſych a 
ſhip; Mitch in Reformation,” that there is not a plus 
s he, {${rra, or that ſhe is abſolutely perfe&. 475) 
he ConFhereas its {pd this would reflect upon the 
.. of. thiſaſt Aſſembly which. tranſmitted the Over- 
e in theres. To this F anſwer, That its with the 
he ſays jeateſt Relunctancy I write *any "Thing that 
is a fieEÞay ſeem in the leaſt to reflect upon the ſa- 
oY teme Judiearpry of this HA F- * amici 

— E * 


Plato, amicus Socrates, fed magis mibi am 


| _ ., Choice. of their . Paſtors. Anſwer 1ſt, Tis ern 


tho maintained by Romaniſts, Arians or 


I 
29 


, Peritas. And it ſays much for the Aſſembly] 

_ Vindication, thag Overtures are oft 

brought in by Priy Hands; and when the 
va ing ew, or may be noi 


t a firſt rea 
| ſpeaks a Word for or againſt them, becau 
they are to ly upon the Table for ſome Time 
and when they come to get a: ſecond reading 
. ſometimes #his happens in the Cloſe of a lot 
Sederunt, when Members are . fatigued, & 

may be when many of them are gone out, 
I rhink it fared with this Overture: At 
Members generally are more eaſy about Ove 
tures, becauſe they think they'll have Occ 
- fion to ſpeak their Minds in their reſpedtii 
Presbyteries before they be paſt into Acts 
41h Ovjecr.. This. an independent Princi 
to give @ deciſive Suffrage to the People in 


rea 


Ground for oppoſing or diſowning the Tru Hlec 
becauſe maintained by Independents; nay, nl * 
e! 
nians. Quid eft? faid Cyprian, quia hoc facit Mut 
|. eatianus, ut uos non putemus eſſe facienduſſo t 
adh, As Principal Rule ſays, We plend ſor ¶ N oic 
Church. Power. in the People, not for all Chuſe C 
_  Pawer; and we, may well go a Mile wile M 
the Scriptures, tho we go not two with , 


1 dependents. zdh, I ſay, That this of feder 
„ Peoples Right to chuſe their own Paſtors, Nef 
8 * 3 
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ia Scripture Truth . acknowledged by Presby- | q 
yEterians, and no peculiar. Doctrine of Indepen- 


tedents. ' Such as have expreſly written againſt 
relthe Independents, have yet acknowledged this 


onto be the Peoples Right. As. doth wor- 


ulithy Rut herfoord in thoſe Pieces of his againſt 
meſthe Independets, wiz. His peaceable Plea for 
infiPresbytery, and due Right of Presbyteries, which 
ath been ſhown above: Tho' he confutes it as 
In independent. Principle, That the Ordina- 
jon of Paſtors is from the People: Yet he 
ankly owns, yea. pleads for this, That it is 
heir Right to elect their own Miniſters. 
Laget in his Defence of Church Government, 
bart 1ſt, Chap. 1ſt, In the ſtating the Queſti- 
dn about Church Government, declares, That 


rut 
„onto, and determined with the free Conſent of 

he People, for all this he willingly granteth, 
t Nut whether every Cauſe ought to be brought 
nuuo the Multitude, and they to give their 
rt oices therein together with the Officers of 
une Church. And the Rd. Mr. Herle,Prolocutor 
wilt Moderator of the Aſſembly of Divines at 


h I0/*minſter, in a Treatiſe of his againſt the 
f tFdependents, in which, while ſtating the 


I, Nueſtion, he ſays," We acknowledge that the 


be Queſtion is not, whether in Matters of 
greater Importance, and more publick Con- 
ern, as Admiſſions, Excommunications and 
lections, the Caſe ought to be made known 


E 2 Paſtors 
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E- ' allowed by the Word God to all the Members 
2 Church, Jo 6s E Miniſter may without # 
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. . reaſonableneſs, he ſays, as to his 3d Inſtang 


the dependent Principle, namely, That Ord 


Nys, We grant indeed (as we ſaid before) thi 


* 
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1 3, -...* 1 
Paffors and other os ere anciently, and iu 
70 L 99 56 they ſtill were choſen, at aft conſented 4 
zo by the Meinbers of each reſpective Congregati- Fi 
07. Agalu, Profefior "Jos in his Treatifk ft 
againſt Lockier, in Which he is expreſly writ- fi 
Ing againſt the Independents ; there he frankly > 
owns this for a "Truth, as in the 244 Pagely, 
Mr. Lockier having afferted, That the who 75 
Church ſhould be jointly authoritative about 5. 
Cenſures, Ordinations, Elections, c. after 
denying the firſt two, and ſhewing their Ur 


concerning Elections of Officets, Ne gras 


that Election of Officers is to be done by the People pa 
he never contradicts this in the leaſt ; no, Mb. 
| fankly owns it 1 only he ſays Election 18 I Pec 
Ordination, nor is ĩt any authoritative Act ( 
Government. Again, Gulielmus Apolonii, 0 gre p 
Apolonius, who wrote to the Synod at Londy Ou 
in the Name, by the Command, and 4 bode 
the Appointinent of the Walachrian Church, 
in the Year 1644, Page 57, when condemninf|p;/ 


* N * {CC SLED. * 1 == | 
nation by Miniſters is not eſſential to a Miniſin was 


| Cal; or, that the bare Election of the People in A 


enough to make one a Miniſter of the Goſpel; I 
there i a Liberty of Nomination. or Elec 


Agreeme 


_— 
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110 Agreement and Con ſent of the People be obtruged 5 
ed upon a Church, whither they will or no, which 
eee er confer mini 
ik fterial Power on the Perſon . elet? 7. 1 4 


e 7 25 des, 
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Wy fgneth a Perſon on whom, it may be, duly, der rue, 
SUR according to the inſtituted Rule by thoſe who, have, 


under Chriſt received that Power, whereby Een, 
cleſiaſtica! Authority is derived on this or that, 
Perſon. And further, if I be pot far miſtaken, 
the  Generality of - Presbyterians in | the, 
Church of Scotland, who haye'. ſtudied this | 
CF Subjzet, they frankly own, That the Lord s, 
MfPeople have divine Right to ęlect their o.] ƷM 
Paſtors ; and that thoſe Callg are moſt agree - 
able to the Scriptures of Truth, in which the - 
Peoples Voices are asked and giyen. 
_ OzJxcr. V. The People or, Body" of Cot 
Wreations are not competent Judges of Minifters 
Qualifications ; and therefore it would be odd to 
vage the Power of Elections in their Hands : Are | 
Wt, Jay ſome, Weavers,  Shoemakers, Taylors, 2 
WPloughmen and the like, fit to judge of minifterial * 7? 
Abilities. And this is no new, Ohjection, for it 
vas made by the Jeſuite Bellarmineof old. Now.. © 
| in Anſwer o thi . Firſt, I \ay, That many of . 1 
che Commonality are as fit, yea fitter, and 


l 


more able to judge in the Affair than man 
Keritors, If "Miniſterial Qualifications be. 
found in the ſacred Scriptures, then fe a- 
Nong the Commonality but they have a Bible, 


E. : | 
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reading daily thereon, and bringing it to the 
Church; whereas ſundry read as little in the 
Bock of God, as if they were afraid of an In- 
\ quifition': You may be ſeven Tears in theit 
any. before you find them with a Bible 


> 


* . * in their Hand. Have not fome of them made 
beix Boaſt that they have not read that me- 


== Jancholly Book, as they profanely term it, ſince 
they were ar School. 24h, Tho' it ſhould be 
== granted, that generally ſpeaking, Heritors 
or gthers are more capable to judge than the 
Probe; yet it will not follow, that therefore 

they are to have rhe decifive Suffrage. For 
as the Reverend Mr. Lauder ſays, Page 346, 
<© Perhaps one witty Fellow, ſuch as Diogenes, 
«was as able to _ diſcern, or had more Skill to 
e jadge what Perſons were fitteſt to be Ma- 
I . or to be put in ſuch or ſuch Of- 
e des, than the whole Body of the Athenians.” 
= © People who. were made up of Merchants 
and Tradeſmen, and Perſons of very ordi- 
© © nary Capacities : But would it not be re- 

| « diculous to infer- hence, that the Power of 
„Elections was not, or ſhould not have been 
= © fodged in the Body of the People of Athene, 
© but in Diogenes; And the Reoſon is evi- 
gent, for tho” Diogenes had more Skill thar 
Way than moſt, or all the Citizens of 
Athens ; yet he could not pretend to the 
E like Intetelt. The Right of Elections NS: 
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* rally reſides in, and belongs to them that. 
© have the greateſt Intereſt in the Perſon 
* choſen.” But, 3ah, I think our Lord an- 
wers this Objection in the Tenth of his 
oſpel according to the Evangeliſt John, 
here he ſays, That his | Sheep they hear 


mow his Voice, and follows. hint, that s the true 
Shepherd ; and that they will not follow a Stranger, | 
ut will flee from him, becauſe they know not the 


vice of Straugers. Our Lord is far from. 
peaking contemptibly of the meaneſt öf his 
ock; they have a Spirit of diſcerning as to 
heir Paſtors to be elected; and t; deny them 
his, is to make them Sheep in 4 Hteral Senſe; 


har Men may rule over them as Beaſts; as” 
Dr. Rule fays. And the Reverend Dr. Owenſays, 
To deny them an Ability of a right. Judgment herein, 
ra Liberty for the Uſe and Exerciſe "of it,is Errous 
ind Tyrauny. But that Flock, which Chriſt hath 
urc ha ſed and purified with his .own Blood, is 
bought by dome to be little better than an Herd of 
rute Beaſts. 4thly, I anſwer to this, in the 


ords of Junius againſt Bellarmine, That 


' Congregations they judge not fimply and ab- 
ſolutely, whether one be fit for the Miniſtry, 
but whether he be-fit to ſerve in the Miniſtry 
among them; which two are ſodifferent, that 
of two Men offered to a cn 

is abſolutely and ſimply the belt qualified for 
the Miniſtry is not 


gation, he thae” 


to be for that Cauſe 
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© that Congregation. Now a rude and 
d Ignorant People can judge which of the 
two {ſpeaks belt to their Capacity and Edi- 
6 — 0% It cannot be denied, but 
8 e Poor,and 51 OP of an inferiour Rank may 
Have the 8 riſt as well as the Rich; 
3 if they har the Spirit 5] IHR 4 and Re- 
EIN, are they not capable to judge in this 
N As its promiſed, that if we Seine 
leage God? in all our Ways, he will directs us 
al 9 Paths; ſo it cannot be denied but 
Poor . as good a Right to this Pro- 
. as the Rich : Nor gan it be denied, but 
they get 2s ready Acceſs through Chriſt, and 
are as often at 4 Throne of Grace as the o- 
2 and are enabled to pray to as good Pur- 
pole without Book, as the wealthy Ones of 
the Earth, the Spirit of the Lord helping their 
| Infirmities, A Man may be vaſtly ri 
 oftus in onus ſcibili, and learned Ad Auporum 
E due, killed i in all the natural Scignces, under- 
Law, do as ry might be a Senator of 
the College of Ju «Juſtice ; ſo read in all Trans 
+ TaGions that he might be a Profeſſor If Hiſto- 
#7 5 or skilled in Divinity, that he might teach 
the Schools; and the like, and yet his Judg- 
ment not to be dep nded on, or ſo much regarded 
in the .Qhoice of 2a Golpel Miniſter, as ſome 


Poor Goji: % Sera Man, chat! 185 28 
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Grace of God 20d Stet of. Chriſt, ” ' 
xi. 8, 9. But there is a Spirit in Mau: ffs M 
Elihu, and the Inſpiration. of the Almighty gib 
them Underſtanding: Great Men die not always 
wiſe, neither do the aged underſtand Fudement. 
Great Men for ' Birth, great Men tor” Place, 
great Men for Wealth, and great Men fn 
natural Parts, and great Men for Learning, 
they are not always wiſe ; Has not God choſen” - 
the Poor of this Morid rich in Faith, and Heirs 
of the Kingdom: And I wiſh ſuch as make this 
Objection, would ſeriouſly conſider the A 
poſtle's. Words, 1 Cor. i. 26, 27, 28, 29. No# MA 
many noble, &c. I nothing doubt the Poor are 
as able to judge, who ate Men of honeſt Report. 
jul of the Holy Ghoſt, aud of Wiſdom, as te i 
Os fer. IV. Popular Elections would 
bring us unto much confuſion, occaſioning 
great Unealineſs and Troubles to Church u- 
dicatories. Anſw. 1ſt, No uneaſſneſs nor 
trouble could ariſe from theſe, but what miglit 
be prevented through the Lord's bleſfing, up- 
on Rules laid down for preventing Confuſion, 
in the Choige of Goſpel Miniſters. Were it 
not yery ęaſie for Ninilters _of the Goſpel to 
keep an exact Aecount of the Names of ſuch 
as are admitted to the Lord's Table, recordiri . 
the ſame in the Seſſion's Regiſter. "And 
T«liificares ſhould bear that ſuch and 1 
* 
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„ 
Man was admitted to the Table of the Lord. 
A at Moderations it would be far more eaſy 
i call over the Names of ſuch Men in the 
Congregation, as have been admitted, than 


=_ wait till this and the other Gentleman's Pro- 
6, and Counter-Proteſt be dictate and wri- 
=. teh; at which. no little SinSs many Times 
= committed, when civil Rights are called in 
neſtion. The allowing Heritors to vote under 


: 


bly do. But 2, I anſwer in the Words of 
Principal Rule, that there is no Inſtitution of - 
Chriſt, but Inconveniences may follow upon 
=. it, as long as ſinful Men have the Management 


dae of Inconveniences which appear to a- 
o_ tehd them, is to accuſe him, that's the Wi, 
diem of God, of Folly ; and when Inconven'-- 


E- ences fall in, we muſt take God's Way, not our 


own, to right them again. And were this Ob- 


jiection good, then the Practice of the Primitive 
Church was erroneous, and Chriſtianity it ſelf 
culpable, which, tho' in it ſelf a Doctrine of 
Peace, has thro the corruption of Men, oc- 

cCaſioned Diviſions among the neareſt and 
deareſt Relations. 34h), Tho' ſome Inconve- 
niences might follow upon this, I'm ſure it 
d prevent much Diviſion animoſity, 8 
on- 
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that Reduplication - embaraſſeth the Church 
far more, and will create other kind of Un- 
= cafineſs to Judicatories, than this could poſs. 


- thereof: To alter any of Chriſt's Inſtitutions, 
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Os7zecr. VII. The People may be ſaid to 
ote and give their Suffrage, in and by the 
Elderſhip, and this may fuf 
\xnsw. Firſt, I know not When it can be 
nat the People 
'ote for a Mini 


L 75 1 


Contention among Miniſters o 


caſioned by our preſent Method of ſettling 


Miniſters; while ſome are for ſettling upon a. 


Call from the Majority of Heritors and El- 
ders, tho may be the Body of the Congrega- 
tion are utterly averſe, the better Part being 
alſo among the Oppoſers : . Others again they _ 
ſtiffly oppoſe this, looking upon it as contrair to 

the Goſpel Method of ſettling Miniſters. And 

ſhould this Overture get the Force of an Act, our 
Diviſions will increaſe much more: For Whatever 


Veneration we owe to Church 


Judicatories ;- 


* 


7 


yet no Act, tho it were of an ÆAcomemiełk Cotmcil | 
will ſatisfy the Confcience in that which is 

ſtitutions: Fer as the A |} 
htor of Jus” Popali affirms, Whether the las ' 


contrair our 


179, uo Law of Man can warrant Tniquity, 
Act or Conſtitution of any under Heaven, can, | | 
reſcind or invalidate-the Mandates of the King of 


exempt People from Obedience due there= ' | 


ings, or 


ord 


, 
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$ In 
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ice or ſatisfy them, 


| fad, +2 
ives the Elders a Power to 
er in their Name; I know” 
o nothing done at the Election of Elders, 
com which this can be inferted. The as 5 
f „re tho 


Lord Advocate or not; I cannot ſay, Page”; ä 
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thor of the Hiſtory of Epiſcopacy, ſays, The Pa- 
ton elefteth Presbyters for, and in the Name of 
the reft of the People. And perhaps there is lit- 
tle leſs Reaſon to ſay ſo, than to ſay, that Elders 
vote in the Name of the People. But 24ly,In the 
words of Doctor Rule Ianſwer, T hat the Power of 
Election is Chriſt's Legacy to his People, and not 
alienable by them, its a Right which they cannot 
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this Liberty is a Now the Teftimonies 
of theſe four Worthies is very conſiderable. 
3dly, I ſay, if Elders were ſtrictly obliged to 


conſult their reſpe&ive Quarters, to ask their 


Votes, and then to vote, not ſo much their 
own private Judgement, as according to tlie 
mind of the People in their Bounds, perhaps 
it might be ſaid, they gave their Vote in and 


by the Elderſhip: But to ſay the People con- 


ſents, and give their Suffrage in and by the El- 


derſhip, while, may be, the Elders Vote, and 


act directly contrair to their Inclination is as 
much as if the Parliament in the late Reign 
had declared for a Popiſh Pretender, and over- 
turning Presbytery in Scotland: And upon 
their ſo doing, it ſhould been affirmed, that 
what the Parliament did was with the Peo- 
ples Conſent, becauſe it was done by their Re- 
e No doubt, when Congregations 


ecome Vacant, its the Duty of People to 
conſult and deliberate both with Heritors and 


Elders ; and no doubt theſe have a deciſive 
Voice with others : But then they give not 
their Suffrage, qua Heritors, or Church Offi 


cers repreſenting the People, but as Members 
of the Society or Church in which they have 


their Reſidence ; nor do I ſee how they can 
vote in any other Capacity. For Election is 
not an Act of Authority, but of Liberty and 


. Power, wherein the whole Fraternity pa 4 
er. Wherein t * l *. 
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F oh 
ly concerned, as Doctor Owen ſays. And that 
the Election of Paſtors is not an Act of Au- 
thority is hinred to us by Rutherford in the 265 
* of his peaceable Plea for Presbytery, Pro- 

c 
hath been ſhown -aboye ; yea I ſee none of our 
Divines but they own or aſſert this. 
OsBJecr. VIII. The People have libeity 
to object againſt the Perſon elected; and if 
their Objections be of Weight, the Presbytery 
will hear them, and this may ſuffice. Arsw, 
Firſt, I ſee nothing in the Overture allowing 
them ſuch a Liberty : But further in the Words 
of the reverend Mr. Gilzſpy, I anſwer 24h, 
© If the People have no more but Liberty to 
object againſt the Perſon's Life and Doctrine, 
then they have no more but what Prelates aud 
© Papiſts have yeilded to them. 340, It this be all 
that's allowed the Congregation, then it hath 
no more Privilege or Liberty, but what is 
common to Strangers, as well as to them: 
And I ſuppoſe tho” there were no conſiderable 
Number, but only two or three Perſons of 
E - known Integrity, and reputed honeſt Men; if 
they ſhould come from a neighbouring Con- 
gregation, or far diſtant place, and offer to 
prove the Perſon Elected to be guilty of 
preaching or teaching Error, or to be of 4 


F ſcandalous Walk, this · would be enough ta 


kinder the Settlement for ſome Time. But 
| £ 4thly, 


or Hood aſſerts it in the plaineſt Terms; as 
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4thly, If People have no 145 but Liberty to obs 
ject againſt the Life and Docttine of the Per- 
ſon elected, being obliged to make good their 

| Allegations, this is little more than nothing at 
all: For People may be very diſpleaſed with 
a Perſon, moſt unwilling to have him their 
Paſtor, and their Averſation may be founded 
on very ſolid Grounds, while yet they are not 
able to prove him Guilty of teaching errone- 
ous Docætrine, nor of a ſcandalous Walk : Both 
theſe may be, and they unable to prove the 
Charge, or neither of theſe may be, and he 
unqualified for the Work of the _ among, 
them. 5thly, Tho' the Perſon choſen may be 
both. Orthodox and of a blameleſs Walk, hav- 
ing competent Parts, and really Religious ; 
yet all this is not enough, if the Lord's Peo- 
ple deſire a better they ought to have their U 
free Choice. Mr. Calderwood confirms this Page 
438 of his altare dameſcenum laſt Impreſ- 
ſion, where he expreſſeth them thus, when anſ- 
e | wering an. Objection of this Nature. Si quis 
ft | dixerit patronum non quemlibet debere nominare, 
f i ſed ſacro munere dignum, ab Epiſcopo examinar* | 
- | dum, quem rejicaxe poteſt Epiſcopus, fi compertum 
o | fuerit non ſatis idoneum : Jo which he anſwers, 
A tollitur tamen libera electio dignioris, iseligendus - 
a NN eſt ex omni populo qui preſtantior eſt, qui do- 
a || &dior, qui ſanctior, qui in omni virtute eminemi- 
tf or, ut ait Orig. 3 
5 1 Ob- }F 
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O BJECT. IX: Io talk of the neceſſity 
of the Peoples Suffrage to a Miniſter's Call 
is to charge the Miniſtry of the Church of 
© Scotland, with the Guilt of entring by the. 
'© wrong Door; ſeeing few of them have been. 
© called by the Peoples Suffrage, and ſome 
© have actually been thruſt in upon the People, II 
much Oppoſition being made by the Body of f rn 
* Congregations. * Now to this T anſwer 1ſt, .... 
It had been been better the Peoples Voices had 
Actually been asked, and given in all Calls as 
in ſome it hath been. Yer 24h, I ſay that ſuch 
as have had the Peoples Content, being ready 
* to give their Suftrage alſo in a formal Man- 
ner, had. they been allowed, materially ſuch 
" have had the Suffrages of the People: And 
here there hath been no oppoſition to a Mi- 
nlſter's Settlement, that People may be ſaid to 
have r Conſent; according to that re- 
_ "ceived Maxim, qui tacet conſentire videtur. 24 
"Whereas ſome have been thruſt in upon Con- 
RgRegations againſt their Will, and without 
Their Conſent. Firſt, I ſay its much to be re- 
grated, that ny inſtance of this Kind can he 
- given, where Miniſters have been thruſt in up- 
"on an honeſt People contra ir their Inclina- 
tions. Yet 24h, I ay its the Presbyterys Or- 
dination, which makes Men Miniſters of the 
Goſpel,” tho its not enough to make them the; 
Miniſters of ſuch a People as do oppoſe thy Set-f 

tdtlemem⸗ 


E. n 
tlement. Rutherford in his Peacenhle Plea Page 
265 ſays, Its Ordination which formally 
makes the Man a Miniſter, the Peoples Ele- 
© &ion doth only appropriate the Man's Mi- 
© niſtry, to ſuch and lach a People. And 
z3dly, With our Divines who write upon this 
Head; I ſay, that tho' a Perſon hath been 
thruſt in upon a People in an undue Manner, 
yet the Peoples after Acceptance, Approbation 
and Submiſſion to his Miniſtry, makes him a 
| Paſtor to them, ſupplying the want of Election 
at firſt: As Faceb's after Conſent and Accep- 
tance of Leah, made her to be his Wife, tho 
he was far from chuſing her ar firſt. And 4thly, 
Tho' it be a Sin in Miniſters of the Goſpel, 
to ſettle any Miniſter contrair the Inclinations 
of a People; yet in my humble Opinion the 
to people may ſubmit to the Miniſtry of ſuen 
© without Sin, declaring their Non-Approba- 
9 tion of the Procedure, and teſtifying againſt 
the Manner of Settlement; yea Cafes may oc- 
ur wherein it will be their Duty to ſubmit. 
And now dear Brother, you have my poor 
houghts of theſe Overtures : Its truly pity 
he Subject is not handled by ſome able Pen: 
ithout affected Humility I'm one of the 
noſt unfit to treat of this, or any ſuch Point; 
yet judging as we regard our Lord's Inſtitu- 
tons, the Succeſs of the Goſpel in our N. 
her Chureb, eur own Peace and the cio « 
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be Kirk of Scotland,we ought to do our utmoſt 


to prevent the turning ſuch Overtures into ſtand- 


| ing Acts; therefore if none be writing to this 


purpoſe, I leave theſe Papers to your diſpoſal, 
tho' ſhould they, come to publick View, my 
Weakneſs, in handling the Truths I plead ſor, 
will eaſily appear to all. The ſhortneſs of Time, 


for confidering the Subject may partly Apolo- 
gize for the Blemiſhes of the Pertormancę. 


here's nothing of party Buſineſs here, and! 


hope to be eaſy whatever Cenſure Men may put 


upon them, being perſwaded the Cauſe is 
his, who accepts of Mites, where Millions are 


his due, accepting the Cup of cold Water, 


the offering of Goats Hair and Rams Skins 
from ſuch as have no more to give. Here in 
a great Meaſure, I have been a Tranſcriber, 
from our Worthies, the. true blew Friends of 
the Church of Scotland. My Reaſons for citing 
their Words ſo often were. Firſt, Becauſe 1 
could not argue nor expreſs my ſelf ſo well as 


they do. 2dly, Becauſe. I know their Aſſer⸗ 
tions, Sayings and. Arguments will be of far 


greater Weight than poſſibly mine could be. 
And 3dly, To ſhow I am far from being ſingu- 
lar in any Thing I affirm. And 4thly, I have 
tranſcribed their Words at length, to let you 


ſee I'm far from impoſing upon you by halt ot 


proben Sentences : I hear you are. choſen 4 
Member of the enſuing General Afſembly 
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where Matters ot A will be under 
your Conſideration; as is particularly this ot 

the Peoples Power in Calling their own Pa- 

| ftors. This is. a Concern of the laſt Conſe— + 

gquence to the Church of Chriſt ; a capital 

y=_ 


Point as Mr. Lauder affirms ; the Baſis and 
Foundation of the Miniſtry, as M. Dale ob- 
ſerves; Chriſt's Legacy to his Church, as Prin- 
cipal Rule aſſerts; a Point, on which the Suc- 
ceſs of the Goſpel doth not à litle depend, 
as Mr. Gileſpy hints; and therefore to be conę 
. 8 f 
That Heavens Conduct may be the Priri- 
lege of all the Members; that he who holds ©} 
the Stars in his right Hand may keep from 
iving his Ark a wrong touch; that Chriſt, tage 
Foe Head of the Church, may ſay of covenan- 
ted Scotland, this is my Reſt, and here I wilt | - . 
ſtay ;. that he may make her Paſtors able ©: 
Miniſters of the Neu-Teſtament; that he: _ 
may revive his Work among us, heal all our 
Breaches, makes us one in himſelf, ſpiriting 
with true zeal for his 'Fruths, writing Holineſs © 
to the Lotd, not only on all our Hearts, but 
on the very Bells of the Horſes, that we maß 
yet be Ealled Hephzibah, and our Land Beulah, 
the Lord delighting in us, our Land being mar- 
ried, is and through Grace, ſhall be the earneſt: 
Prayer of him, who in all ſincerity is 2 
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